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SENATOR RYAN & OVERSEAS 
STUDENTS 

At the end of March, Senator Ryan 
announced a new Government policy on 
overseas students. The main points of 
the proposed policy are: 

— Government to set upper limit 
on numbers of overseas students entering 
Australia (tertiary and secondary). Limit 
no higher than current numbers. 

— Overseas students may only form up 
to 10 percent of the enrolment at any 
tertiary institution, and up to 20 per- 
cent in any one course. 

— Overseas Student Office to be est- 
ablished in Education portfolio (previous- 
ly, three departments shared responsib- 
ility for overseas students). 

— charges for overseas students are to 
be increased to 35 percent of "full cost" 
in 1986 and 45 percent in 1987. For 
1986 charges will be — 

$3,500 for most courses 
$4,340 for medicine, veterinary 
science and dentistry. 

This year die costs are $2,500 and 
$3,100, and in 1980 the costs were 
81,000. 

— Some "extra" overseas students 
may be able to study in Australia, if 
they can afford to pay "full cost" fees. 
Parts of this policy would result in 
considerable hardship for overseas stud- 
ents, both those currently in Australia 
and prospective students. 

I have had a series of meetings with 
overseas students recently. Two surveys 
have been done — one of ANU students 
only , and one throughout NSW. Some 
of the ideas emerging are that: 

— raising the fees and imposing quotas 
will restrict access to education to those 
from wealthier backgrounds. 

— education should be seen as part of 
Australian aid to other countries, not as 
a commodity to be sold. 

— many students (two-thirds of these 
who did the ANU survey) will not be able 
to cope with the sudden large rise in 
fees, and will have to leave Australia 
without completing their studies. 

— students came here expecting fees 
to rise slightly due to inflation, and pre- 
pared to cope with that, but they and 
their families will not be able to cope 
with the proposed increases. 

— 92 percent of the respondents to 
the NSW survey (802 from 859) said they 
felt "resentful" about the proposed 
increases. 

— 92 percent (805) said that the fees 
policy adversely affected their long term 
view of Australia. 

— some comments: "I am sad because 
future students will never make it 
here to study and most of them will 
never receive a tertiary education", 'It 
is unfair that the Australian Government 
increases the fee without telling us before 
we come to Australia", "tremendous in- 
creases in the fees, forces many poor 
students to leave their study and adds 
pressure to their parents", "it is very, 
very unfair". 

On the question of quotas, it is unreal- 
istic to expect that limiting numbers in 
each institution will "reduce the tenden- 
cy of overseas students to concentrate 
in particular institutions and courses", 
as suggested in the Minister's press re- 
lease. When some Institutions such as 
SydneyUnlversity impose severe quotas, 
students are forced towards other inst- 
itutions wilh more liberal policies. Other 
factors such as recognition in home coun- 
tries, support services, isolation, discrim 
ination, bridging courses, etc. tend to 
keep overseas students in the major 
metropolitan campuses. 

What is being done? A National Over- 
seas Student Conference is being held 
at UNSW on 13-17 May. The objectives 
are to bring overseas students together 
in order to share Ideas and exchange 
information, to discuss and take action 
on problems confronting overseas stud- 
ents, and to establish a national network 
of overseas students. Overseas students 
will meet Senator Ryan on 22 May to 
discuss the new policy. The ANU overseas 
students group continues to meet. 


WOMEN IN ASIA WORKSHOP 

To be held 11-13 May at ANU. The 
third in a series, it will focus on con- 
temporary social issues, paying particular 
attention to the links between ideology 
and economics. Cost is $20 (concession) 
$50 (full). Child care will be available. 
There will be workshops on rural workers 
. and development, health, women and the 
labour force, marriage and the market, 
religion and the subordination of women, 
and media and the public representation 
of women. Several distinguished overseas 
women will be participating. For more 
info and registration forms, come to the 
SA Office or the Centre for Continuing 
Education. 


REPETITION STRAIN INJURY 

Not only a problem for word process- 
ors (or telegraphists) — a problem for 
studentsl More than 80 ANU students, 
have RSI. And some other students are 
• less than sympathetic. A few sufferers 
may get extensions for essays - this 
is not a bludge, it is because they are 
unable to write. Read the article in 
this issue for more detail. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Due to Anzac Day, end of term, ess- 
ays, parties,, and whatever else, our 
Annual General Meeting on 24 April 
did not get a quorum. Disappointing, 
especially after the record turnout at 
the first SA meeting this year. The AGM 
will now be held on - 

WEDNESDAY 29 MAY at 8 

in the BISTRO 
f 

followed by a general meeting. There'll 
be a report from Peter Taylor on 
1984, presentation of audited financial 
statements, discussion of the Human 
Sciences Programme and on the NSW 
Education Action Network. 

Please attend and make your views 
known. I know it's nearly the end of 
semester, but this is your chance to take 
part in participatory democracy, deter- 
mining the policy of your -Association. 


NSW EDUCATION ACTION NETWORK 

The Co-ordinator of the Network, 
Bron Brown, and members of the Net- 
work Committee, will be visiting ANU to 
speak and answer questions on the Net- 
work and current student issues on — 

WEDNESDAY 29 MAY, 1pm 
in the Music Listening Room 
and also at the SA meeting that night. 

A broadsheet on the Network is being 
circulated. 

The next information kit (leading up 
to the Tax Summit and Budget) will be 
issued soon. 

S.A. CALENDARS 

The SA still has some copies of the 
SA Calendar for 1985, at a very modest 
price. Useful, thought-provoking, con- 
tains exam dates and famous birthdays. 
Get yours now, if you haven't already. 

PART-TIME STUDENTS 

Have you got a difficulty, concern, 
request for information or advice that the 
SA could help you with? Do you find 
it difficult to get to the SA office in 
working hours? The office is 
OPEN UNTIL 7pm ON WEDNESDAYS 
for your benefit. Or you can ring up on 
(49) 2444. 

HOYTS CINEMAS CONCESSION 
CARDS 

Have you ever confidently shown your 
ANU Student Card at a Sydney cinema 
only to be told that it is not up to s 
scratch? The Students’ Association can 
now offer you a solution - the required 
concession card. Available from SA 
office. 


WORLD STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
And you thought an Australian nat- 
ional student organisation was ambitious. 
I've just received a letter from Gwyn 
Lurie, President of the UCLA Students' 
Association, and Pauling Ng, President 
of the USC Student Senate, about a 
Founding Conference of the Internat- 
ional Association of University Stud- 
ents, to be held in Los Angeles in Aug- 
ust. This Association is not intended to 
compete with existing ones, but to pro- 
mote communication and exchange bet- 
ween students, even after IYY is over (the 
conference is "one of the major events 
of IYY”. (What about older students?)) 
Anyway, if you would like to know 
more, (or are going to Los Angeles in 
August?) visit the SA Office and get 
the details from me. 


See you at the AGM 


Lesley Ward 


NOTICE OF MOTION 

The following motion will be put at the 
General Meeting of the Students' Assoc- 
iation on Wednesday 29 May: 

Recognizing: 

(i) the benefits the AN USA has 
derived from its involvement with 
the NSW Education Action Network 
as a non-paying member, in particular 
during the recent campaign against 
the reintroduction of tertiary fees and 
increased visa charges for O.S. 
students; 

(ii) that there is a continuing need 
for campus organizations to work 
jointly on issues of student concern; 
and 

(iii) that NSWEAN provides an 
accountable and dynamic forum for 
student co-operation, 

this general meeting 

1) reaffirms the ANUSA membership 
of the NSW Education Action 
Network 

2) directs the President to seek $5034 
from the Vice-Chancellor, to be drawn 
from moneys set aside by the 
University for membership fees for 
the Australian Union of Students in 
1984, and to apply this money as 
membership fees for the NSW 
Education Network for 1985, the 
membership fee(s) of NSWEAN being 
the equivalent of $1 per full-time 
student. 

3) agrees that delegates to (monthly) 
NSWEAN Committee meetings shall 
be elected by the SRC. 

For information on the NSW Education 
Action Network, contact Lesley Ward 
at the S.A. Office, and see the accom- 
panying article. 

The co-ordinator of the NSW Education 
Action Network, Bron Brown, and 
members of the Network Committee will 
speak and answer questions on the Net- 
work at a 

LUNCHTIME MEETING 

Wednesday 29 May 
in the MUSIC LISTENING ROOM 
(near Board Room) 

and at the S.A. Meeting on the 
same evening. 


20 MAY 1985 
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^=s§sNASTY LETTERS HALL OF FAMEs^s^ 

YOU TOO can be immortalised in print on this page ! 

Just identify the mistakes your friendly editors have deviously hidden in this issue and then 
write us a nasty letter to let us know you f ve found us out. The most obnoxious little twerp 
gets the nasty letter prize. It's lots of fun . So...get obnoxious now. (Actually from now 
on serious criticism will be acknowledged but ignorant mouthing off will be thrown out!) 


Dear Eds, 

In your next issue could you please 
put a photo in of yourselves and a little 
about what you do at ANU. I have a few 
questions about the Uni and other 
things and I hope you will be able to 
help. 

WHY:- 

— Is it hard for me to afford to 
be a vegetarian at the Union? 

— Is it hard for me to afford to eat a 
decent hot meal at the Union (Snack 
Bar 'food' doesn ’t count)? 

— Do the white lumpy bits in the 
‘creme of ’ soups really justify the 
soup’s price? 

— Doesn ’t Woroni come out annually 
instead of monthly? 

- Is the only article placed in Woroni 
about events at the ANU ( that isn ’t 
political) a Dolly ’s Ad? 

- Don ’t the colleges and halls stop 
resisting your constant calls for them to 
submit articles about what’s goin on and 
what’s been on. 

— Don ’t the affiliated clubs and soc- 
ietes of the SA stop too? 

- Can’t I find out what’s going on 
around the university in the university’s 
student newspaper? 

- Don ’t you try to include CCAE 
activities as well? Just because they ’re 
a CAE doesn’t mean they can’t be 
squeezed between your newsbreaking 
current crisis and events of the world. 

-Don ’t you do your bit for Australian 
forests and print your paper on the back 
of those handouts that are continually 
carpeting the Ref or vice versa? 

I'm really pissed off that I've written 
this letter because I don’t like to gripe. 
I’m sure you’re pissed off by this letter 
because you probably don ’t like shit 
letters. But I hi sure that if you ask the 
students what they want done with the 
money that goes into the production 
of ‘our’ paper, they would probably 
rather see it go to one of your less 
political issues (e.g. .... sorry, but 
I can 't think of one, but something like 
trees, whales, invalids, handicapped 
people, old people, sick people). I’m 
sure you’ll agree that actions speak 
louder than words and by donating 
all the money of production and salary, 
this will certainly show you mean what 
you say. It doesn ’t make any difference 
to me, the money isn ’t going to do me 
any good wherever it is (except my pock- 
et), but it does or may do to others 
and probably does to you. Looking 
forward to your informing reply. 

M. Kelly 


Dear M. Kelly, 

Well, it’s a good thing you don f t like 
to gripe. Sorry, but we haven't got a 
photo on hand at the moment, but if 
you're really anxious to see what we 
look like, why don't you drop into the 
office sometime during our lay-out 
sessions and see us in the flesh (we 
could use the help). As to what we do 
at the ANU — ostensibly two of us are 
doing 3rd year Arts/Law, three of us are 
doing 2nd or 3rd year Arts and one of 
us is doing Science, but in reality our 
time is divided equally between the 
Woroni Office and the Uni Bar. 

Now to reply to the "why’s" which 
concern us. For a start, Woroni comes 
out fortnightly, not monthly (except 
when there are lecture breaks), as the 
Publication Regulations dictate that we 
produce 13 issues per year — probably 
the best answer as to why it doesn't 
come out annually. 

Secondly, if you would care to per- 
use the last issue of Woroni (No. 5), 
you’ll see: Lesley Ward's "President's 
Report" (a brief summary of what 
happened on campus in the last fort- 
night), an article on "Sullivan's Sewer", 
"The Taylor Report" — last year at the 
ANU, "It's Official the University rec- 
ognises there is a housing crisis", what 
services the Counselling Centre offers, 
what the 2XX S.A. programme can tell 
you, what 2XX concerts will be held 
on campus . . . etc. etc., the list is end- 
less. If these weren't articles about 
"events at the ANU" — / don't know 
what are. 

We’re as eager as you .are 
to find out why the halls, collegs 
and clubs and societies don 't tell us what 
they're up to. As we’ve said again, and 
again, there is a limit to what we, as 
editors can do for.Woroni's "image". 
Woroni is what everyone makes it, and 
if you think it's too politic-oriented, 
why don't you do something about it. 

As you your only other point which 
we deem worthy of reply - why not pick 

up a copy of Caesarian! , „ , . 

Love & kisses 

Eds 

Dear Editors, 

Is the world structured around fore- 
sight or co-incidence? If the latter, 
then why is the Woroni Office so close 
to the Uni Bar? Why is Toad Hall so 
close to the Uni Bar? Why do four of 
the editors live in Toad Hall? 

WHY? 

WHY? yours, 

WHY? Runcible Potts 


Dear A ndrogynes. 

As a dealer of Suspicious Substances 
at the Union Bar, I felt I must take um- 
brage at the restraint of trade that you 
are indirectly supporting by the public- 
ation of these spurious DR FEELGOOD 
articles. What is this non-sense abou t it 


Dear Editors, 

It’s nice to hear you don ’t print any- 
thing defamatory. So I suppose “the 
shallow ramblings of the ... . ANU 
Liberals who are generally pale skinny 
Herberts with faces held together by 
acne and Bumfluff’” 1, etc. etc. escapes 
your narrow (hypocritical) definition 
of “defamatory ". Well, it doens ’t actually 
name anyone. Nevertheless, even those 
of us who aren’t members of the Lib. 
Society or the Left Alliance get the 
drift. 

Still, what can we expect by way of 
editorial integrity from a bunch of self- 
congratulatory , post-adolescent (just) 
jerk-offs? 

— Print that. Well you would if it was 
aimed at the Liberal Society. 

Damon Brogan 

*John Taylor, WORONI 25.4.85 

Dear Damon Brogan, 

As a "bunch of self-congratulatory, 
post-adolescent (just) jerk-offs", how 
could we possibly refuse responding to 
your obviously well-meant driitie? It 
is 'nice' to hear from someone who is 
not a member of the Lib. Society or the 
Left Alliance - but why has it taken 
you five issues to do so — we weren't ~ 
aware any of you existed???? Thankyou 
very much for your concise, lucid critic- 
ism. It is a shame however, that you had 
to resort to the threat — Print THAT . . . 

. You would if ... . " — in order to convey 
your point. NEVER MIND, we live and 
learn don't we?? 

Love and eternal respect 
Eds. 

P.S. We can't imagine how you'd have 
anything useful to contribute Jbut 
since you've got such strong opinions, 
why don't you toddle into the Woroni 
Office and actually do something con- 
structive instead of hiding out there 
and mouthing off. 


ANU STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 
RESULT OF ELECTION 

ANNE GREY has been elected unopposed as the SA repres- 
entative on the Union Board of Management. 


REMINDER OF ELECTIONS 

Do youccare about what happens to you at university? Have 
you ever been frustrated in the terminal room, confused in the 
library, or lost in the dark on campus? Then you are a 
potential STUDENT REP! YOU can voice your views, speak 
with and then for your fellow students, and make the campus 
a better place. 

If you d like to be a Students' Association rep on the Library 
Committee or its advisory committees, on the Buildings & 
Grounds Committee or the new Computing Policy Committee, 
and if you are a member of the S.A. hand in a nomination 
form at the S.A. Office before : 


12 midday, WEDNESDAY 22 MAY 
Two other S A. members must nominate you and you all sign 
the fprm and give your student numbers. 

ANU STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

will be held on 

WEDNESDAY 29 MAY 
at 8pm 

in the BISTRO of the UNION BUILDING 

It will be followed by a 
GENERAL MEETING 

A message from the president: 

"Where were you on 24 April?" 


being cheaper to grow your own? Any- 
body worth their coke would be aware 
that a $500 fine (the very least you can 
expect for growing) will buy enough 
dope to keep you silly for months. So 
get wise and get high, keep that economy 
rolling! 

Yours poorly, 
MrX 


Dear Editors, 

I was appalled to see the official 
policy statements of the candidates for 
the Union Board By-Election appearing 
in Woroni ( p.2 ) without so much as a 
headline to inform readers why they were 
there at all! 

It is customary for policy statements 
from candidates in elections to appear in 
Woroni so that students ( the majority of 
Union Members) can find out, not only 
that an election is to be held, but also 
who and what they are being asked to 
vote for. The presentation in the Woroni 
No.5 fell far short of this target. 

Polling dates and times did not appear 
at all, and the lack of any identification 
by way of a headline must have been ex- 
tremely confusing for most people. 

This is not to say that the editors were 
totally to blame for these mistkes. As 
Chair of the Union Board it is also my 
responsibility to ensure that Union ev- 
ents and elections are as widely publicised 
as possible, so at least part of the blame 
must lie on my shoulders. However, as I 
assumed that the “usual practice" would 
be followed I did not take the necessary 
steps to see that the correct procedures 
were followed. 

The great pity was that many Union 
members eligible to vote in the by-elec- 
tion probably did no! know of its 
existence and were not as well-informed 
as they could have been of the issues 
involved. I apologise to all Union mem- 
bers for this omission and will work to 
ensure it is not repeated. 

In Union, 
Karen James 
Chair, Union Board 
of Management. 


Dear Karen, 

This mistake was partly our fault. 
When we realised at two o’clock in the 
morning that you hadn't included a title 
or any necessary details in the article 
for the by-election we should have called 
you up and gotten them, sorry. 

Love, 

Eds 


RESULTS OF UNION BOARD 
BY-ELECTION 
Held April 30-May 3 1985 

Name of Candidate Votes Received 
FAR NON, Marina 224 

ALLEN, Brett 170 

Informal 5 

Total: 399 

DECLARATION OF POLL 
MARINA FARNAN elected to the 
Union Board of Management. 

K. Bowden 
Reluming Officer. 
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r—— MORE KENDALL KORRESPONDENSE 


-C ! 


Dear Ecr 


The peace movement is often criticised 
for its loose logic and shallow, arbitrary 
presentation of facts. It would seem how- 
ever that those opposing the peace move- 
ment are afflicted at least to an equal 
degree by the same faults if the recently 
published article by Kendall Odgers 
("How I learned to love the bomb", 
Woroni, 19 April 1985, p.4) is a repres- 
entative sample. I say this on the basis of 
the following: 

1. Kendall very properly gives us the 
source of his information. This is 
"Richard Perle, Assistant Secretary of 
Defence". One might ask, whose secret- 
ary of defence is he? Of course there is 
the possibility that the fact that the 
defence secretary referred to is given no 
national designation is due to a typing 
error or similar mistake. On the other 
hand it is quite possible that Kendall 
believes there is only one relevant defence 

% department in the world, or at any rate 
in the West, and hence that defence of 
^ the American way of life equals by 
definition defence or everyone else 's way 
| of life (especially that of the death 
t squads in El Salvador etc.). If this is so 
£ then Kendall has a difficult task in con- 
l vincing people that he has taken an 
1 objective and critical look at the facts 
jf the missile issue in arriving at his pro- 
MX and SDI opinion. His case is fur- 
ther compromised by the fact that his 
information source, Richard Perle, is 
employed by the US administration 
to convince people of the correctness 
of whatever the Pentagon does. He 
is not employed in the capacity of an 
unbiased or disinterested observer of 
whatever the Pentagon does 

2. We are told that the Soviets have 
introduced four new missile systems since 
1972 while the USA has introduced 
none. I do not doubt the veracity of 
this claim but it does not necessarily 
mean that the USA has been overtaken 
by the USSR in terms of nuclear miss- 
ile muscle. Kendall seems to have forgott- 
en that there is a distinction between 
quantity and quality, and though 

i the USSR is possibly better endowed 
£ with the former, the USA is possibly 
' better endowed with the latter. 

3. It would have been good of Kendall ■ 
to explain in more detail just how it is 

^ that the USA possesses today only 25 
'•) percent of the megatonnage it had in 
ij the 1960s. What does this exactly mean? 

% Why does the USA have only 25 percent 
A of its previous megatonnage? Because 
J, of goodwill towards the USSR, or be- 
ji cause it had "too much “ megatonnage in 
practical! strategic terms in the first 
J place? 

J . 4. It is claimed that with the MX 

'< system the USA now has the option, in 
the event of a Soviet first-strike, to hit 
V back only at the “ remaining "(?) Soviet 
missiles rather than at the Soviet popul- 
. Mi on, with the consequence that both 
■: tides are left in rough parity and the 
. Human race is saved. But I have also heard 
.hat it is not clear if the USA will have 
many MX at its disposal after a Soviet 
■Mack as it is not clear just how much 
protection the ", hardened ” silos will 
afford the MX missiles. This has lead 
many of the critics of the MX programme 
to conjecture that it only pays to spend 
the billions of dollars on the new miss- 
iles if they can be launched before 
a Soviet attack. Kendall neglects a consid- 
eration of this. 

The situation then is that both super- 
powers now possess weapons with greater 
accuracy and inversely, they have weap- 
ons which, when land-based, are also 


$ 




K 


y 


the nuclear debate continues 


increasingly prone to destruction in a 
first-strike precisely because of this great- 
er accuracy of the enemy's missiles. All 
this makes for a more dangerous and 
unstable turn of affairs in the history of 
nuclear deterrence and it is in this 
context that the need for the 
development of the "Star Wars ” pro- 
gramme has been stressed. I cannot 
comment much on SDI for my- know- 
ledge of it is limited. What I can say 
however is that, putting aside those ad- 
vantages of the system (as outlined by 
Kendall ) which will arise once both 
sides have it in place, SDI will cost 
more billions of dollars and as such 
will be a continuation of an inane and 
inhuman allocation of resources, re- 
sources better used elsewhere. Further- 
more, SDI is presented as the latest in a 
long line of technological systems each 
of which have been claimed by propon- 
ents to be the guarantee of "peace". 
This belief that "peace" can only be 
assured by a reliance on some sort of 
technological system, be it nuclear 
missile parity and the doctrine of MAD, 
simply absence of nuclear war then it 
may be asked, is his definition not 
too narrow? There has in one sense 
been peace, but at what cost? Real 
and lasting peace in my opinion can 
only be founded through trust and tol- 
erance, and one prerequisite for that is 
dialogue between the super-powers on 
the subject of arms limitation and re- 
duction. All the Pentagon \ s talk of the 
SDI programme has so far merely 
hindered such dialogue. 

However the major point of this 
letter has been to discuss not so much 
the MX and SDI issues themselves, 
but rather to criticise the presentation 
of those issues by Kendall. Debate on 
these issues is vital but it is also import- 
ant that differing viewpoints be 
presented cogently and fairly, without 
misrepresenting nor neglecting other 
viewpoints. Kendall may "have learned 
to love the bomb" but he has not learned 
that others will not be persuaded to do 
likewise until presented with an unambig- • 
uous and well-argued case for doing so. 




Lee By grave 


Dear Eds, 

Although I don ’t agree with what Ken- 
dall had to say about the arms race, I 
might have to agree with him(?) about 
the addition of a title to his already 
titled article. Fair enough if the article 
had been untitled but in Kendall's 
letter to eds he(?) states it was titled. 
However I wouldn 't criticize too much 
Kendall especially since your article 
was printed and printed so that it was 
readable, unlike some articles printed 
last year. Also it may not have been one 
of the editors that laid that page out, 
not only editors work in Woroni, and 
I’m not sure that Lesley has any control 
over Woroni. Does she? 

One more point - or perhaps two or 
three - your article " How I Learned 


to Love the Bomb ” (or whatever) was a 
little hastily written as you made one or 

two or even three mistakes, which 

were abundantly evident to myself, a 
peace activist, and a friend of mine, 
who is a PhD student at the Research 
School of Strategic and Defence Studies. 

To begin with perhaps you should 
have gotten your info from a less biased 
source than Richard Perle, who is one of 
the main figures in the States pushing 
the peace through strength theory. Next 
time you could try publications from 
SIPRI orlISS ( the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies), who are " non - 
biased” and simply publish the best poss- 
ible figures on the arms race. 


It is true that the US megatonnage has 
decreased however their ships and subs 
are far more efficient and deadly than 
they were in the '60s, they are also far 
more efficient than anything the USSR 
possesses. 

Then there is your point about missile 
deployment. In '72 it was the Minuteman 
III missile that was deployed not Minute- 
man 11, also the Americans have deployed 
more missiles including some Cruise, 
Trident I and Trident II and now MX. 
Inter-continental missiles are no longer 
an issue, with missiles based in Europe, 
on subs, and on or in aircraft. 

Another thing is that the Soviets 
have introduced more than four new 
types of land based missiles. They have 
indeed introduced six new missiles since 
'72; SS 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and most 
recently S22, all of which have a lower 
range and are less efficient than Amer- 
ican missile systems. 

About first strike capability - the 
Americans held the best first strike 
capability in the '50s with their bombs 
in B52’s. Also, the Russian Government 
has promised never to use nuclear weap- 
ons in a first strike, no such promise 
has been given by the US who have used 
nuclear weapons (without warning) on 
two civilian targets in Japan. But who 
places any stock in what governments 
promise to do? As for NATO, of which 
the US is a member , their policy is as 
follows. 

‘The NA TO doctrine is that we will 
fight with conventional forces until we 
are losing, then we will fight with tactical 
weapons until we are losing, and then we 
will blow up the world. " 

Morton Halperin, Ex-Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary of Defence 
. A bout the MX, originally it was plann - 
ed to be placed on rails and moved 
around the country, so that no one would 
ever know where it was, essentially it 
would be a mobile missile. Mobile missiles 
were banned in the SALT Treaty of 
which the US is a signatory. 

It is now going to be placed in former 
Minuteman III silos, this means that they 
are just as vulnerable as Minuteman III 
was. So to be effective they have to be 
launched before any of the USSR 's 
missiles land, essentially they have to be 
fired first - first strike. 

And does anyone really believe that 
the US would only destroy silos in a 
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ratalitory strike and not important 
political, military and industrial 
cities as well i.e. Moscow. It is not only 
politicians that live in Moscow but inn- 
ocent people, like you and I. 

Finally, you can prove any point if 
you select your information carefully 
enough. 

Yours sincerely,) 

. A.M. 


Dear A.M. and all you other little defend 
ers of truth and justice on our protected 
little campus 

Never fear, those responsible for the 
o id title swap have been taken out and 
shot. I'm sure you will consider this pun- 
ishment fit for their heinous crime and 
take it as assurance that nothing as 
naught y will ever happen again. 

Megga hugs J 
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Dear Editors, 

I would like to congratulate you for 
keeping a sense of proportion while 
observing the niceties of letting Kendall 
Odgers have his own headline. By com- 
paring Kendall’s article in Woroni 25th 
April with the piece from Krasnaya 
Zvezda (the newspaper of the Soviet 
Defence Ministry) on the facing page, 
sensible readers will have noted that the 
former contained more outright propa- 
ganda and lies than the latter. For while 
Krasnaya Zvezda is, like Kendall, comp- 
letely averse to self-criticism, they at least 
got most of their facts right, and, rather 
surprisingly, did not claim explicitly that 
we have "no choice " but to build more 
weapons than the ‘other side’. If Kendall 
is interested in an informed debate he 
should extend his bibliography beyond 
the narrow limits of Reagan administ- 
ration press conferences and Liberal 
Party misinformation kits. He will find 
that some of the people publicly oppos- 
ing the US arms build-up are former West- 
ern intelligence officers who, “coming 
to the surface on retirement, . . . decided 
to check the survey for themselves, with 
alarming conclusions of danger ahead” 
(Michael MacGwire, “ The dilemmas and 
delusions of deterrence", in Gwyn Prins 
ed., THE CHOICE: NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS VERSUS SECURITY). He 
will note that Mr Paul Dibb, who is 
currently conducting the official review 
of Australian defence forces, recently 
wrote that: "It is commonly conceded 
today that the large lead which the US 
had in ICBMs in the 1960s was the main 
factor in the Soviet decision to build a 
missile force greater in numbers than 
that of the US. The 1980s promise to be 
a repeat performance of twenty years 
ago, and in ten year’s time - if we are all 
here — the world will be at a much 
higher and more unstable level of nuclear 
overkill. The risks then of a general crisis 
slide in world order, or of global war by 
miscalculation, will be much greater. ” 
("The Soviet Union ’s Security Outlook", 
in Donald Hugh McMillen ed., ASIAN 
PERSPECTIVES ON INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY ). He may even recognize his 
folly and retract his lies. 

Yours sincerely, 
Roderic Pitty 
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WHY AN ARTICLE ABOUT CLUBS & 


SOCIETIES? 


WHAT THE STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION 
CAN DO FOR YOUR CLUB/ 

SOCIETY 


The S.A. can help your club get started 
or to keep it afloat in the following 
ways: 

— Funding — 

The Association has money set aside 
in its Annual Budget specially to assist 
clubs/societies engage students in their 
activities. Money can be granted for 
refreshments to make your meeting more 
convivial, or loaned to assist with long- 
term projects, loss guarantees can be 
extended to clubs engaging in more 
ambitious activities. 


— Advertising — 

The Association has printing facilities 
to help you with advertising your club's 
activities. This newspaper Woroni is also 
eager to print your club's advertisements 
or reports of your activities. The S.A. 
also has a regular radio show on 2XX 
which clubs are welcome to advertise 
on. 

— Organizational Help — 

The Association can also help directly 
with organizational difficulties. We can 
assist with concessions for hire of venues 
on campus, and will provide resources 
for your club members to stay in touch 
through newsletters, etc. 


The latest Bruce Springsteen album 
has a song that goes, inter alia, 

We learnt more from a three minute 
record baby. 

Than we ever learnt in school . . . .' 
While we may want to object that 7" 
singles are not the most desirable form 
of alternative education, we must also 
take the song's inference that much is 
to be gained by students through social, 
cultural and political interaction [with 
other students] in and around the courses 
and institutions through which they are 
being 'formally' schooled. 

Indeed, Bruce Springsteen fans every- 
where will testify that the main value of 
their university education lay in their 
involvement with other students in a be- 
wildering array of student clubs and 
societies, only some of which bore any 
relation to their academic interests. 


Clubs and Societies reflect a wide 
range of interests — they can 

— tie in with your course, arranging 
speakers on academic topics, 
facilitate student co-operation in 
academic pursuits (e.g. Students of 
Physical Sciences club. History 
Students Co-operative), 

— take up recreational interests (e.g. 
the Hedgehog Society, the Photo- 
graphy Club), 

— reflect cultural interests (e.g. the 
various overseas student clubs, the 
French and German clubs, the Cas- 
bah Culture Club)m 

— or they can be political in other 
ways (e.g. Left Alliance, 

Liberal Society), 

— they can be appreciation societies 
(like the Moths & Butterflies 
Appreciation Society or the Bruce 
Springsteen- Rupert Murdoch App- 
reciation Society). 


THE CMS /SOCIETIES 




WHY CLUBS & SOCIETIES? 


Revive your club. Form a New Society, 
Fix a Time and Place to Meet; Advertise 
your interests and How Interested 
Persons can Get Involved, Approach the 
Students' Association for Assistance, 
(Re)Affiliate your Club to the S.A. 


Well, dear Readers, to be frank, this 
year clubs and societies are not off to a 
great start. Many of the clubs so boldly 
formed last year have sadly not reaffiliat- 
ed to the Association in 1985. One can 
only presume that these clubs have either 
fallen foul of some slick Holnes a Court 
or BHP takeover bid (and have been 
press-ganged into opening tap-dance 
schools all across China, to open up new 
Australian steel markets) or they are the 
latest victims of that great myth 'Student 
Apathy'. 

In short, this article is intended to 
cajole you, dear Reader, as a past or 
potential member of a student club to 
take steps: 


THE S.A.'s POUND OF FLESH 


What the S.A. expects of your club 
in return for these services is that you 
affiliate to it and comply with various 
conditions of affiliation. 

To affiliate your club you must: 

— present a list of 15 or more 
members of the Association who are 
members of your club, showing their 
signatures and student numbers. 

— present the constitution under 
which your club operates, indicating 
your club's aims and objectives and how 
members may participate in and control 
the operations and finances of your club. 

— run a bank account with at least 
three club member signatories, so that 
your club finances can be vetted by 
club members. 

— your club must be open to all 
members of the Association who wish 
to participate. 

— you must send a club representat- 
ive to at least two S.A. General 
Meetings a year. 

— to receive Association funding 
for activities, your club must show that 
such activities were adequately advert- 
ised to members of the Association. 
To apply for funding, send a club mem- 
ber to a Clubs & Societies Meeting. 

THE COMMITTEE 

To look after the Association's re- 
lations with clubs and societies a com- 
mittee is elected each year. This com- 
mittee is meant to foster clubs and soc- 
ieties activities and to administer the 
funds directed to assisting clubs and 
societies activities. They meet regularly 
to consider applications for affiliations 
and requests for assistance by clubs. 


ANU STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION 
{^jiyXANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

will be held on 

^ WEDNESDAY 29 MAY 


at 8pm 


in the BISTRO 


of the UNION BUILDING 


It will be followed by a 
GENERAL MEETING 
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ART SCANDAL® 






Do you know that as a member of 
the ANU Union you are the part owner 
of a painting by the Australian artist 
Percival which is extremely valuable (it 
is insured for $30,000)? You probably 
do not know this because unless you are 
an enterprising soul you will probably 
never have seen it. It is currently hanging 
in the office of the Executive Officer 
of the ANU Union, Tony Senti. 

The ostensible reason for locating the 
painting there is that it is too valuable 
to be hung in any other part of the 
building. What then is the point of 
members owning this painting if they 
have no access to it? Would it not be 
better to sell this painting to the National 
Gallery where it can be viewed more read- 
ily, and to use the proceeds to improve 
the services provided in the Union? 


With these considerations in mind 
questions were asked at the last meeting 
of the Union Board of Management 
about the Percival. It was revealed by 
the Executive Officer that he had been 
directed by the Board to sell the paint- 
ing in 1 984. This he failed to take reason- 
able steps to do. It was also revealed that 
neither this nor any of the Union's other 
"works of art" are included in the acc- 
ounts of the Union! Union members 
have good reason to question whether 
their elected representatives on the Board 
of Management are being prevented from 
managing when situations like this arise. 

It is likely that this turn of events 
will lead to a censure motion being mov- 
ed at the next meeting of the Board. 
Stay tuned for further information on 
the Union. 


THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY 

PARKING & TRAFFIC STATUTE 
INCREASED PENALTIES FOR 
PARKING INFRINGEMENTS 


Infringement: Prescribed Penalty: 

Parking: 


$iq 


On 21 March 1985 the Governor-General 
approved the Australian National Univers- 
ity Parking and Traffic Amendment Stat- 
ute No. 1 which was made by Council on 
14 December 1984. 


The amendment which now has the force 
of law, gives effect to higher penalties 
for infringements against the Parking and 
Traffic Statute. 


Alongside red kerb 
Elsewhere than on carriage- 
way/parking area 
Contrary to no parking sign 
Exceeding time limit 
In loading zone (not loading or 
unloading) 

In loading zone (over time) 

In permit parking area (no permit) $15 


$15 

$15 

$15 


$15 

$15 


15 

$15 


The amendment statue increases the 
penalties from' $5 to an amount not 
exceeding $35 as determined by Council 
resolution. 

Council has subsequently determined the 
following penalties which will be 
enforced on and after 3 June 1985. 


Not in marked bay 
Across road marking 
Not close and parallel to left 
hand side 
On a bus stop 
Contrary to no stopping sign 
So as to obstruct, cause danger/ 
inconvenience 

K.W. Harrison 
Actg Head, 
Buildings & Grounds Division 


$15 

$35 

$35 


$35 


She told me to go to Hell! Of course, : 
I didn’t take her seriously, people are 
always telling you where to go. Why the 
hell do they have to bring religion into 
everything? Even our top rock bands 
never shut up about it. All the same, 
who could forget such classics as "Alice 
Cooper goes to Hell", the "Devil Gate 
Drive", or "Hell's Bells"! 

We've learned a lot about Hell in the 
last decade (not from religion though) 
so it shouldn't be difficult for us to find. 
AC/DC claim "I'm on the Highway to 
Hell" — obviously there is some major 
route to Hell. (The word "Hell" seems 
to have a lot of negative connotations 
attached to it in our society. To avoid 
these, AC/DC preferred to coin it "the 
• promised land".) AC/DC state that 
there are NO SPEED LIMITS, or STOP 
SIGNS on the Highway. A megafreeway!! 
(God help us if there are no freeway 
exits.) If it's all one way traffic, then 
maybe it’s not too dangerous. I’ve not 
heard many reports of return trips. Suzi 
Quatro in The Wild One' said she was 
from Hell, and Meat Loaf have apparently 
just returned! I only know of one valid 
account, however. 

AC/DC tells us we are on the Highway 
and on arrival, will have to ring Hell's 
bells. For the few that aren't. Led Zeppe- 
lin in 'Stairway to heaven' states "the 
Piper's calling you to join him", and that 
"there is still time to change the road 
you're on". Quatro has found the High- 
way, "I knock at the gate, let me in! let 
me ini, and so have Abba; "We're follow- 
ing the Piper". Quatro also mentioned 
something about being personally driven 
'to the Gate of Hell. "Drive me, Drive 
you, Daytona Demon". She must have 
found it cheaper to hitch hike! So 
demons drive you to Hell. Quatro wants 
YOU to be driven too! So how do we 
thumb a lift? Quatro tells us the answer 
and it's REAL EASY. "We do anything 
we want to do"; by being "enrolled to 
sin"; and by being "the Devil's recreat- 
ion". But, is it SAFE to hitch hike? 
AC/DC say that it isn't "Satan's gonna 
get ya, He's gonna spare no lives!" 
Sounds like we're going to end up dead?!! 


There is a HELL °f a difference 



Satan can enter and drive the bodies of 
people (Luke 8:29). Satan can cause 
illnesses (Matt. 12:22) and insanity (Luke 
8:27). He murders (John 8:44), deceives 
(Genesis 3:13) and is god of THIS AGE 
(2 Corinthians 4:3-4). The album cover 
titled "diary of a mad man" by Ozzy 
Ozbourne clearly demonstrates the 
connection between occultic Satan wor- 
ship and insanity. 


And what of Satan's hotel? The 
Bible describes it as everlasting fire 
(Matt.25:41), the lake of fire (Rev. 
20:14), everlasting punishment (Matt. 
25:46), everlasting destruction (2 Thess- 
olonians 1:9), and eternal damnation 
(Mark 3:29). The Eagles agree — "you 
can NEVER leave", and so do AC DC, 
"He's gonna spare NO LIVES". 

What about those "freeway" exits? 
These roads are narrow, few people 
follow them. They do however lead to 
paradise (Luke 23:43). 


FREEWAY EXIT next 1 km. 




Although it is polite to knock or ring 
when visiting, it's probably not 
necessary — everyone knows that Hell's 
gate is locked to the inside. The Eagles 
mention that "you can always check 
out, but you can NEVER leave". 
AC/DC believe "Hell ain't a bad place 
to be" so maybe you wouldn't want to 
leave anyway. The Eagles liken Hell to a 
hotel which can accommodate lots of 
people. Obviously the Piper is the prop- 
rietor. He must be anticipating a crowd 
of guests especially with his own private 
highway. And guess what . . . 
ACCOMMODATION IS FREEH! 


So who is this generous hotel owner? 
There must be 'strings' attached. Led 
Zeppelin, Abba, and Petra refer to him 
as "the Piper". Motley Crue call him 
'The Devil". AC/DC name him "Satan" 
and Iron Maiden, "666, the number of 
the beast". Other sources (miscellaneous) 
call him 'Prince of Darkness', 'Lucifer', 
'Beelzebub', 'Judas' Priest' and the 
'Spirit of Evil'. The bible provides a 
detailed answer to this question: Satan 
was created by God, created perfect (Ezek- 
iel 28:15), and has intelligence (2 Corin- 
thians 2:11), knowledge (Revelation 
12:12), and emotions (John 8:44). 


The death of Jesus Christ, God's only 
son, expresses God's love for YOU and 
ME. Christ died on the cross to PAY for 
our SINS. Therefore, there is NO NEED 
for you to continue on the Highway an 
and be condemned eternally. Jesus said, 
"I am the way, the truth and the life, 
no one goes to the Father but by me" 
(John 14:6). You can accept Jesus as 
your Lord and Saviour — RIGHT NOW — 
and be assured of ETERNAL LIFE (John 
5:11-13). If you do not believe in the son 
of God, you are ALREADY on the 
HIGHWAY TO HELL (John 3:18). 
AC/DC do not dispute this fact! 


Freeway Exit 
NOW! 


. TURN TO JESUS 


Kelvyn Dunn 


ik — ik — ik ! 
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the Australian disarmament movement in the '80s 
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The climate of debate over nuclear 
disarmament in Australia, as else- 
where, has changed considerably 
since the first nationwide rallies in 
1982. 

The ALP, elected to Federal gov- to create the grounding of genuinely 
ernment in 1983, has proved itself (de- anti-nuclear environment in Australia, 
spite its party Platform) prepared to Two absences in the 'first phase' of 
pursue with vigour all the major plans the growth of the disarmament move- 
of a conservative foreign policy. As a re- m ent in Australia — the absences of a 
suit, our official willingness to remain’ longer term political strategy for social 
vital participants in a nuclear treaty as change and of a persuasive alternative 
is ANZUS, has become complemented programme — are now being increasingly 
by a preparadedness to further integrate noticed, 
ourselves into a global nuclear strategy 
over which we have no control. The en- 
hancement of the functions of bases such ■ rf** 

as Pine Gap and Nurrungar and the fiasco 
of our proferred support for the testing 
of the MX missile in our region are 

examples of this stance. y ' • • . i 

Our rule as the local policeman on nu- y / . /TXfJ n 

clear issues has been further underlined / yA I / ./ h? f • / 

by three things: the pragmatism with f | / [J '\~ • 

which the Federal government has pro- / ( I 

moted the creation of a Nuclear Free f • 

Zone in the south Pacific while simult- 

aneously allowing the presence of nuclear yjjj 

armed and powered vessels in that ’ *T 'vITtuTf 

zone, the effective undermining of New ’'(‘H. *t H/ p • 

Zealand's effort to ban these same vessels, . . (■ ,( ’ Ci ‘lij 

and the consolidation of a policy on uran- -. * ' [ f • 

ium mining which allows for the develop- * '<"**’ r f y| ■'$“ 

ment of Roxby Downs. * . •f*v, >*■ j 1 '-. 1 , 


Despite the strong anti-nuclear vote 
at the last federal election, and the size 
of the rallies, the disarmament movement 
seems to have lost its way in the face of 
conservative response. 

Since the first of these peace rallies, 
too, the emergence of a parliamentary 
focus for the Peace movement — Nuclear 
Disarmament Party (NDP) — has indicat-. 
ed popular opposition to the merging of 
the two major parties' policies over this 
issue. 

Nevertheless, despite the strong anti- 
nuclear vote at the last federal election, 
and the size of the rallies, (already larger 
than those over Australian involvement 
in, Vietnam) the disarmament movement 
seems to have lost its way in the face of 
conservative response. 

While ANZUS is now central to the 
debate (which the disarmament 
movement has in part helped to raise) 
over the future of Australia's foreign 
policy, there is little being proposed by 
the opponents of ANZUS to take its 
place. This both underestimates badly 
the strenght of the cultural roots of 
the alliance and the Treaty, and leaves 
their reaffimation uncontested. 

At present the disarmament movement 
is aware of a timetable build around cruc- 
ial dates, which include the introduction 
of nuclear-armed cruise missile into 
the Pacific in 1985, the renegotiation of 
the Pine Gap agreement and the ALP 
Conference in 1986, and the reneg- 
otiation of the North West Cape agree- 
ment in 1988. While it remains merely 
reactive to such events, without creatively 
planning ahead or asking the harder 
questions which define an alternative 
vision to the one of nuclear depend- 
ency, it is unlikely that the movement 
will achieve either the degree of popular 
support or the cohesion required for it 


Yet such an approach will have little 
effect unless the bare bones of the 
disarmament movement's (including the 
NDP's) rhetorical stance in relation to 
ANZUS, the bases, ships and bombers 
and uranium mining, are fleshed out by 
a coherent and persuasive strategy for an 
alternative direction for Australian for- 
eign politics. 

The time has come for lis to fill this 
second absence, in challenging ANZUS - 
we need now to be able both to argue 
clearly against its premises and to post- 
ulate our alternatives. 

ANZUS, both the specific treaty and 
the more general relationship to which it 
now refers, is based on several arguments. 
These are themselves predicated on unex- 
amined notions of external threat and 
false assumptions of mutual advantage 
for Australia, the United States (and New 
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Firstly, during the initial period of 
growth (from 1980 to the present), the 
push was for more and bigger rallies aim- 
ed to excess concern over the scope of 
Australia's nuclear involvement. However 
there was no real thought given as to how 
such a popular groundswell actually 
changed the political landscape to effect 
the implementation of anti-nuclear 
policies in the face of hostile 
governments. The European disarma- 
ment movement in some countries (such 
as England and Germany) strongly 
representing the dominant proportion of 
public opinion, has shown that massive 
rallies alone (the politics of osmosis) do 
not necessarily have any major effect on 
government policies .... an observation 
cyncially echoed by Hawke during the 
federal campaign. 

The time has come, therefore, to think 
about how change might be achieved — 
in the narrow parliamentary/political 
as well as the broader cultural sense. The 
NDP was a very successful start along this 
road. Further consideration needs to be 
given to how electoral pressure can be 
brought to bear on the current Labor 
government. 

This suggests the need for well defined 
and concerted approach from within the 
Labor Party as well as beyond it, both in 
the form of a strong antinuclear party 
(not necessarily single issue like the 
NDP) and an even stronger extra-parlia- 
mentary movement providing assistance to 
all parliamentary initiatives aimed at 
moulding government policy towards 
an anti-nuclear stance. 


V.». 


Zealand). Firstly, it is argued that 
ANZUS provides us — through the strict 
wording of the Treaty — with an insur- 
ance policy against foreign aggression. 

We pay our 'premium' (through hosting 
nuclear-related facilities etc.) we take 
the 'risk' (by becoming a nuclear target), 
and we are guaranteed our 'defence' in 
the event of the outbreak of hostilities. 
The vague wording of the Treaty 
has led many (even conservative) comm- 
entators to regard this argument for the 
maintenance of ANZUS with caution. 

It really does little to guarantee our de- 
fence except in the event of the outbreak 
,of the Big One, and then the term 'de- 
fence' becomes academic. 

Secondly, (and this is an argument 
used by the current Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to defend the Alliance) 
ANZUS as a relationship involves Austral- 
ia in providing facilities essential to global 
nuclear deterrence. Without ANZUS, and 
Australia's vital participation in it, the 
balance of terror which depends on a par- 
ity of arms and constant surveillance 
would be broken. The 'peace' which 
.has been kept for the past 40 years 
would be undermined and the consequent 
destabilisation could potentially lead to 
global war. 

In putting the case for the removal 
of Pine Gap, the end of ship visits and for 
our support of New Zealand — we must 
begin now centrally to tackle these 
arguments. 

It is clear that the logic of deterrence 
is so integrally linked to the continued 
escalation of the Arms Race and to 
specified proposals such as Star Wars 


and the MX systems, as to inevitably in- 
crease rather than decrease global and re- 
gional insecurity. There is a false oppos- 
ition often put by conservative critics of 
the disarmament movement — the contin- 
ued development of Arms for Peace as 
opposed to the Peaceniks' cry of total 
and instantaneous unilateral disarmament 
It is intended to stifle the argument that 
the continued development of new 
weapons systems can first be frozen 
and the surveillance apparatuses (now 
integrally linked to targetting and first 
strike systems) could perhaps be used 
by an impartial power (the UN?) to 
monitor for dismantling of existing 
systems on both sides. 

We must ask how this relationahip is 
in Australia's as opposed to some other 
country's foreign policy interests. Curr- 
ently we have no adequate defence under 
ANZUS while the treaty and relationship 
are in fact used to support and legitimate 
the deployment of genocidal weaponry. 
It is vital, instead, to look toward a non- 
nuclear and regionally based culturally, 
defence and economic pact or alliance, 
which would be seen to be strong enough 
to meet any realistic military threats as 
might affect the region, at the same time 
as providing the economic basis for a 
foreign policy which cannot be comprom- 
ised by the threat of sanctions by ‘allies' 
or enemies. To this end we should be 
encouraged by the fact that some count- 
ries within the region such as New Zeal- 
and are prepared to challenge (both 
militarily and morally) the 'sanity' of de- 
fence by nuclear weapons and are 
prepared to look at ways of creating 
regional networks which will offer 
greater security than vaguely worded 
treaties. 

Similarly, we must argue that the logic 
of deterrence is so integrally linked to 
the continued escalation of the Arms 
Race and to specified proposals such as 
Star Wars and the MX systems, as to inev- 
itably increase rather than decrease global 
and regional insecurity. There is a false 
opposition often put by conservative 
critics of the disarmament movement — 
the continued development of Arms for 
Peace as opposed to the Peaceniks' cry of 
the instantaneous unilateral disarmament. 
It is intended to stifle the argument that 
the continued development of new 
weapons systems can first be frozen and 
the surveillance apparatuses (now integ- 
grally linked to targetting and first strike 
systems ) could perhaps be used by an 
impartial power (the UN?) to monitor for 
dismantling of existing systems on both 
sides. 

As it is currently used, the deterrence 
argument can be made to justify every 
new development and weapon. 

It is only when we start to debate, 
head-on and in detailed terms (as David 
Martin begins to do in his book, 'Armed 
Neutrality of Australia', to mention one 
example), the nature and process for 
creating a genuinely uncompromisingly 
unaligned regional cultural/defence/eco- 
nomic policy, that the specific campaigns 
which we must now take up (nuclear 
armed ships; the bases, support for New 
Zealand) will gain wide popularity, 
credibility and success. 

We must also recognise that even while 
the actual Treaty is being downgraded, 
there is growing pressure to affirm and 
develop the broader relationship. 


Peter Christoff 


Reprinted from SCAM 
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It is a matter of concern for all stud- 
ents that staff cuts at the university are 
threatening the shape of our educational 
opportunities. That decisions are being 
taken without consultation with, or re- 
gard for the interests of students who 
come here for enlightenment suggests 
that what we are being offered is no real 
enlightenment, but rather a contrived 
illumination of a world they want us to 
see. 

The single most popular later-year 
unit offered by the Sociology Depar- 
' ment is one called "Class, Power and Pol- 
itical Economy in Australian Society", 
lectured by Andrew Hopkins. It is the on- 
ly Political Economy unit and the only 
macro-sociological analysis of Australian 
society currently offered to us here at 
our own National university. Dr 
Hopkin's contract ends at the end of this 
year, and we were informed not to expect 
the course to be offered again, as his 
contract is not being renewed. This, de- 
spite the fact that there are over sixty 
students from Sociology, Australian Stud- 
ies and other disciplines who considered 
the subject worth enrolling in this year, 
and that in the last five years nearly four 
hundred students have passed through 
this one subject. 

This subject is a core unit for those 
doing an Australian Field Studies major: 
the only sociological input to this field 
major at present. It is not the only Aust- 
ralian society unit offered by the depart- 
ment, as other units listed under "Aust- 
ralian Society" in this year's handbook 
include: "Crime, Deviance and Social 
- Control in Australian Society", "Social 
Policy Analysis"; "Social Change and 
Development"; and 'The Family". I 
guess, given our colonial, convict orig- 
ins, that it's not a bad idea to teach us 
how to analyse a happy family of crim- 
inal deviants in order to socially control 
their further change and development! 

When you look at the enrolments in 
the other later-year units in Sociology 
for the years 1980 to 1983 inclusive, the 
numbers range from one to a maximum 
of forty-two students per class. On paper, 
it looks like utter madness to cut such a 
popular course out, but there you have it. 
folks: 


More madness: the Faculty of Arts 
accepted an overall increase in enrol- 
ments of some 11 to 11.5% this year. 
Of this, the Sociology Department 
experienced an increase of student 
numbers of some 37%, second only in 
terms of accelerated expansionism to 
Fine Arts (which had an increase of 
40%, but in terms of absolute numbers, 
is a much smaller department). This 
seems a pretty clear indication of the 
sort of subjects students are interest- 
ed in studying. Where is the sense, then, 
in the direction, issued from above to 
this department, to cut down on their 
staff numbers, just when more students 
are enrolling in their course? 

The "sense” lies in the rigid applic- 
ation of an out-dated staffing formula, 
based on figures drawn up in 1982: a 
formula apparently blind to students' 
interests and quality of course offered. 
It is a formula which has been almost 
completely successful in its attempts to 
extinguish innovative programs like the 
Human Sciences Program, Women's Stud- 
ies, and now Class, Power and Political 
Economy .... what will be under threat 
next? 

What makes these subjects so special 
is their inter-disciplinary approach to the 
world: their definition of a world whose 
problems are not simple, specific dys- 
functions, but rather complex problems 
of multiple aetiology which need an 
inter-disciplinary approach to their 
understanding and ultimate solution. Is 
it just a mere coincidence that these are 
the subjects being so heavily penalised 
under the guise of what is deemed "ap- 
propriate staffing formulas’? 

Knowledge is power: and it is because 
of this that we should be concerned as to 
which knowledge the powerful allow us 
access to. Censorship in any form is re- 
garded as damaging to a society: and staff 
cuts resulting in a restricted range of 
knowledge are a form of censorship 
which we must fight. If we don't, then 
all we will be left with is an abject lesson 
in alienation: of students from power 
over staffing decisions taken on a basis 
of political economy. 


SINGLE PARENTS ON CAMPUS 


Most single parents experience feelings 
of isolation. They may also have financial 
worries and problems parenting their 
children without support. If studying at] 
university (and perhaps working as well) 
the single parent has the additional con-, 
cerns of meeting deadlines and juggling 
their time more effectively. Sometimes all 
of these things can pile up and cause a 
personal crisis. 

A support group for single parents at 
ANU will discuss the challenges of parent- 
ing combined with work and study, share 


information that may not be widely 
known, and perhaps investigate areas of 
need which could be dealt with on camp- 
us in a constructive way. 

Lunchtime discussions will be held 
fortnightly and the first meeting will be 
held on Thursday 23 May at 1pm in tha 
Conference Room, Counselling Centre 
(above the Health Centre on North 
Rd.). Bring your own lunch - tea and 
coffee available. 

Enquiries to: Janis Shaw, Counselling 
Centre, 49 3661. 
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The NSW Education Action Network 
was formed in August 1984, as a re- 
sponse to the Australian Union of Stud- 
ents winding down its operations in the 
NSW region. 

The Network is a coalition of student 
organizations from post-school campuses 
in NSW and the ACT whose main 
function is to operate as a resource shar- 
ing base for inter-campus activity. 

NSWEAN is administered by a full- 
time paid co-ordinator and monthly 
committee meetings of delegates from 
member campuses. All policy and cam- 
paign decisions are made at the commit- 
tee meetings. The Network operates from 
an office opposite the Redfern Mail Ex- 
change in Sydney. Monthly Committee 
meetings are rotated around member 
campuses. Member campuses include 
Newcastle University, Newcastle CAE, 
ANU, Canberra CAE, Mitchell CAE Syd- 
ney City Art Institute. 


REPORT FROM THE APRIL 
COMMITTEE MEETING 


I attended the April meeting of 
NSWEAN member campuses having been 
nominated as the Association's delegate 
for that month. The meeting was held t 
at NSWEAN 's Sydney Office and took 
up most of a Saturday. 

The morning session was taken up 
largely by reports from each campus 
on their activities and a report from 
the Network Co-ordinator, Bron 
Brown, on her activities over the last 
month. She also presented minutes of 
the last committee meeting and the 
Network's monthly financial statement. 
Much of the morning's discussion centred 
on the campaign to oppose reintroduc- 
tion of tuition fees, and other expected 
attacks on education in the coming 
Federal Budget. 

Other major items discussed were: 


Policy Development: — there was 
some discussion of whether the Net- 
work should have policy-making pro- 
cedures. Generally it was felt that the 
Network did not have a representative 
role- being rather an organizational 
mechanism for joint campus work. 


Work Experience — The co-ordinator 
reported that it was likely that the Net- 
work’s application to employ two social 
welfare students on a work experience 
programme would be successful. The 
students would be very useful staffing 
the office while the co-ordinator was out 
of town on organizational work. 


Affiliation Procedures — The Commit- 
tee discussed the different ways campus 
student organizations could affiliate to 
.NSWEAN., some requiring referend- 
ums, other relying on recommendations 
of an SRC executive committee. It was 
resolved that each prospective affiliate- 
campus organization should be encour- 
aged by the committee and the co-ordin- 
ator, to involve students as much as 
possible in their decision to affiliate to 
NSWEAN. 


ANU & 'JOINT-WORK' - PAYING 
OUR DUES 


Until its dissolution, ANU was a mem- 
ber of AUS although federal legislation 
had prevented us from paying our memb- 
ership fees to the union for the last few 
years. We had benefitted from the union 
services without contributing financially. 
Some may doubt the 'benefits' of AUS 
membership, especially overs its last 
years, but the NSW Region was, 
even during the Union's demise a 

vital element in student activity. 
It was the success of AUS's NSW region 
and campus support for it, that led to 
the creation of NSWEAN to continue its 
activities when AUS began to fold. 

ANU was a founding member of 
NSWEAN yet it has still to pay sub- 
scription fees. 

The benefits of joint work with other 
campus organizations are indisputable. 
Already NSWEAN has proven its value 
as a resource base in the anti-tuition 
fees campaign, providing an invaluable 
resource kit to campuses around the 
State which was used in organizing the 
rallies and petitions which helped defeat 
the fees proposal. 

Issues of common student concern 
which need urgent action would make 
a pretty long list — accommodation, 
TEAS, childcare, sexism, staffing cut- • 
backs etc. etc. Readers of the National 
Times May 3-9 will realize the Peter 
Walsh's tuition fees lobby is gearing up 
for another effort. Both the resources 
and the liaison and co-ordination with 
other campus organisations which 
NSWEAN provides are invaluable for work 
on such issues. 

The question of ANUs fees for mem- 
bership of NSWEAN will be discussed at 
the SA General Meeting on 29 May. 
The precise motion is printed on page 
2. If it is carried, the SA will try to 
use for the membership fees some money 
originally set aside for the Australian 
Union of Students,' which otherwise 
.would go unused. 


Peter Taylor 
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Group discussion covers practical and emotional issues. At present 

the group is working on a video production which will be used to help diagnosed 

sufferers as well as reaching a broad section of the campus community. a 


surrerers as well as reacning a oroao section or tne campus community. ^ 

MEETS FORTNIGHTLY 
COUNSELLING GROUP RM.-aU 
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How would you feel if — 

— you had to stop taking notes half- 
way through every lecture because 
of agonising pain in your wrist? 

— you arrived at work with a piaster 
cast on each arm and your boss 
suggested you were "trying for a 
holiday"? 

111 ;!' 


— you arrived at work with a splint 
(designed to minimise damage from 
repetition strain) on each arm and 
your boss suggested you were 
"trying for a holiday"? 

— you were unable to pick up your 
child for a hug? 

— your rowing or football injury had 

developed f§ |n 


— you had three essays to write by 
the end of term, could not put 
pen to paper, and couldn't get 
extensions? 

— you could no longer drive a car (to 
work, to shop, to go away for the 
weekend )? 

— you had had only three days with- 
out pain in the last nine months? 


Many of these situations are familiar 
to sufferers of repetition strain injury 
(RSI). RSI is not imaginary, hysterical, 
an excuse to claim compensation or to 
get out of essays. According to a report 
by the Secretary of the University, 
Warwick Williams: 

"Repetition strain or 'overuse' injury 
is a general term which covers various 
imflammations such as tenosynovitis, 
carpal tunnel syndrom, tendonitis, 
epicondylitis, peritendinitis and bursit- 
is. Tenosynovitis' itself has been 
defined as a 'primary lesion of the 
gliding surfaces of the external aspect 
of a tendon and the internal aspect 
of a tendon sheath. Pain is set up as 
the roughened surfaces move against 
each other. Such tendon/sheath anat- 
omical structures exist in the hand, 
wrist, elbow, forearm, shoulders and 
neck as well as in the lower limbs." 


At ANU, RSI is widespread among 
keyboard staff (almost half are affected), 
and a few academics are sufferers too. A 
less well-known fact is that over 80 stud- 
ents suffer from RSI as well. The major- 
ity have developed symptoms while 
studying — from handwriting, typing 
or use of computer terminals. Others 
are retraining after developing RSI 
at work. 

RSI sufferers can have difficulty in 
meeting essay deadlines, or in complet- 
ing exams within the usual time limits. 
It is up to individuals to negotiate with 
their lecturers and tutors over assessment 
- there is no overall University policy. 


Some suggests are:' 

— provision of printed lecture notes 
(which would benefit all students) 

— extensions of essay deadlines 

— extenions of exam time 

, — oral exams or part-oral, part- 
written exams 

— dictation of essays or exams 

— take-home exams 

These suggestions are not 'soft 
options'. The point is that RSI sufferers 
should be enabled to pursue their studies 
and to be assessed without suffering fur- 
ther unnecessary injury and pain. 

Repetition strain injuries (caused by 
overuse of muscles and tendons, rapid 
repetitive movements, static holding post- 
ures) have been known in blue-collar 
industries for hundreds of years. Examples 
are weavers' hip, telegraphists' cramp, 
housemaids' knee. In the more recent 
outbreaks associated with keyboard 
work, it is predominantly women who are 
affected. It is important that RSI 
sufferers are given a fair go at University. 


R.S.I. SUPPORT GROUP 

There is a support group on campus for all students who are 
suffering from RSI. Some people already have RSI before taking 
up study, others become injured whilst at Uni, but all experience 
difficulties to some degree with their study practice. 


Lesley Ward 

on behalf of the RSI Support Group 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15277664 



WORONI m 


HOW I LEARNT TO 


WMIM 



The Generals 




w /5v t>£>w * fit \ 

7«xjnci»s\ 

-^^>yy I s»*w« \ 







The Bombs ( 

. V. -r-** > 



The President 




t&mmm 




gg, ■-- 

8&P\ The Public 


The Soviets 




Just prior to the May break I was 
sitting in the Refectory when some ob-. 
vious radicals at the same table, who 
were conversing loudly, started proclaim- 
ing how stupid a particular Liberal 
Party person was in his arguments in 
Woroni about loving the atom bomb. 
With my NDP interest aroused I deter- 
mined to take a look and I sought out the 
two articles by Kendall Odgers. Against 
my early disbelief in the radicals' sanct- 
imonious put down I find I must agree 
with their sentiments. 

Mr Odgers littered his article with the 
tiresome and juvenile epitaph of 'pro- 
soviet' to describe the Left and then went 
even further by implying that the Left 
lies. Now this is just too much. Of course 
anyone can fiddle with statistics and, be 
warned, you cannot simply equate the 
numbers of missiles of one type or an- 
other between NATO and WARSAW 
pacts and declare a genuine outcome. 
Statistical arithmetic cannot take into 
account the real effects of the comp- 
letely different strategic position of 
each superpower, the profound differ- 
ence in the composition of each blocs' 
strategic forces not the widely differing 
levels of technological development and 
power of these weapons. For instance, 
American forces are more accurate and 
forward based than Soviet forces while 
Soviet warheads are generally larger 
than the Americans. An American missile 
of short range can introduce as much 
threat into the Soviet Union as a long 
range Soviet Union missile can into the 
United States. 

NATO has not tried to balance the 
Soviet bloc by conventional arms. Instead 
it has tried to intimidate a Warsaw 
conventional force by nuclear one-up- 
man-ship (sic) when, if it really wanted 
to, in the 50's, 60's and 70's, the West 
could have easily protected itself by con- 
ventional means because its economies 
were always stronger than the Eastern 
blocs. 

People like Odgers often pick the out- 
come of their propaganda and favour the 
usa by judicious choice of comparisons. 
He is the worst offender in this respect. 
He presents the ridiculous comparisons 
of anti-aircraft artillery and mobile 
surface to air launchers and spending on 
procurement of strategic forces. He 
therefore commits the venal sin of 
confusing conventional arms with nucl- 
ear arms. As we shall see even this con- 
fusion won't save his argument. Now it 
mi^it appear that these three comparis- 
ons would lead the unwary reader to 
think that the Warsaw pact was runn- 
ing way ahead of NATO. This is hardly 


the case for when you look at aggregate 
spending, not just on one item, one finds 
that NATO has always totally outspent 
the Warsaw pact and since 1977 or there- 
abouts, NATO has been accelerating its 
lead and will continue to do so until 
1986 (fig.1). 

And what is the source of this inform- 
ation? Not I assure you, any so called 
lying leftwinger but an excellent little 
book by Jim Falk called; 'Taking Aust- 
ralian Off the Map" published by 
Penguin. Fal's information is completely 
corroborated by the official 1980 US 
Department of Defence annual report. 
And what is the source of Odger's 
funny little effort on spending? Why 
it's nothing but Liberal Party Draft 
propaganda. The whole truth is quite 
different to the Liberal Party "truth". 

In refuting Odgers' argument we don't 
have to accuse him of lying as it is poss- 
ibly quite true that the Soviets are out- 
spending the US on the particular type 
of procurement picked by Odgers. This 
says nothing about spending on modernis- 
ation, of the effect of forward basing 
of existing forces and cannot take the 
place of a proper Warsaw/NATO compar- 
ison. If we stay with Odgers and look 
just at strategic forces we can turn to 


NATO Has Consistently Outspent 
Warsaw Pact: total defence costs 


Trends in Strategic Nuclear Stockpiles 
19 60-1982 

[ Total Strategic Nuclear Warheads I 
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•f’a- 1 - 


page 40 of Falk (fig.2) where we see 
that the number of US nuclear warheads 
in Odgers "strategic" category comp- 
letely outstrips the Soviet quantity. 
The graph shows us’ that the Soviet 
Union has been catching up so obviously 
their spending on procurement would 
be higher but, American superiority 
remains undisturrbed. Bad luck Kendall. 

Odgers also produced the old bogey 
of the SS16, 17, 18 19s claiming that 


these are four new intercontinental 
missiles whereas, so the story goes, 
in the same period the West made no 
new initiative. However this argu- 
ment just happens to forget that the US 
developed and launched the Trident 
submarine system and a half of US 
strategic warheads are in submarines 
(4768 out of 9440) in 1982. To the 
US's 4768 warheads the Soviets possess 
only 2550. People who want to twist 
this the other way often say that the Sov- 
iets have more submarines than the US. 
Thus we have supposed academics like 
T.B. Miller writing in his book "The 
East West Strategic Balance" published 
by Allen & Unwin, that the Soviets 
have; 950 missiles in 64 submarines 
while, the United States ha&656 missiles 
•r*41 submarines. This effectively invokes 
th<r>feeling of threat to the West and hides 
the . real . balance of warheads related 
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above. Now in order to protect his argu- 
ment, Miller doesn't give us the actual 
figures for US warheads: They are after 
all the things that arrive over the target 
and explode — missiles and launchers 
don't. However, using the fineprint on 
page 46 of Miller and doing ones own 
arithmetic we can easily see that there 
is at least the 4768 warheads. 

If you take the above 656 US missiles 
we find that; 

160 missiles have 3 Polaris 
warheads 

— ....„ 480 warheads 

448 missiles have 10 Poseidon 
warheads 

.... 4480 warheads 
48 missiles have 8 Trident 
C4 warheads 

.... 384 warheads 


supreme (see tables 3 and 4, Appendix 
2 in Falk). This is so even if we 
deduct the effect of the air launched 
cruise missile from NATO and add in 
the SS 20s to the Warsaw pact arsenal. 
NATO's advantage is plain for all to see 
and, we must remember, it was the SS 
20s which were said to be a threat to the 
West. Naturally the situation has moved 
on since 1982 when this comparison 
was made. Cruise missiles have been de- 
ployed everywhere by NATO and about 
50 Pershing II missiles have been deploy- 
ed in West Germany. Many more Pershing 
lls ’are expected as .at jeast 108 are 
mooted for deployment. In East Ger- 
many and Czechoslovalia the Soviets are 
deploying SS21s, 22s and 23s. 

Poor old Odgers completely forgot 
to mention the world's worst weapon, 
the neutron bomb, so we'll do it for him. 


T otal : 


5344 warheads 
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For good reason, this weapon has been 
called ihe "genetic bomb" as the effect 
of its radiation lasts for seven generations. 
The neutron bomb, loved by generals, 
feared by families, but ignored by Odgers 
is the final achievement of the American 
military machine and is without any 
equal. It also brings into immediate 
focus the essence of peoples' opposition 
to nuclear weapons which transcends 
all political ideology and which 
was clearly spelt out at the recent Oxford 
debate by the British Baptist Labour 
Spokesman for Defence. He said that the 
v difference between the machine gun and 
the thousand pound bomb and nuclear 
weapons was this; Conventional weapons' 
destroy or scar a generation, they kill the 
people against whom they are aimed, 
they do not poison the environment, nor 
do they last for generations. They do not 
leave a position such as we have in Japan 
where human beings are still dying 40 
years after the explosion and . in his 
words, 

". . . their children are creating monst- 
ers from their wombs. That's the 
difference. It is something that lasts 
not for us but upon our children's 
children. Yea, even unto the seventh 
generation" (Kevin McNamara, Oxford 
Union Debate, 1 March 1985). 
This is the final argument.- We can 
make our world safe for future 
generations only if we make politicians 
renounce the possession of, use of, or 
providing support for, any form of 
nuclear weapons. This is why there is a 
NDP and why many people are out to 
disrupt it and confuse the issue. Ken- 
dall Odgers should hang his head in 
shame. 

Chris Warren 



As the more efficient Trident came in 
and the Polaris missiles were phased out 
the number of US warheads decreased 
close to the snapshot figure of 4746. 
We should also add on another 16 Pol- 
aris A3 in the hands of the British and 
note also that crazy Maggie in 1980 
decided to replace the old Polaris with 
the more powerful Trident D5 missile 
with 14 warheads! The US also intends 
to place this Trident D5 missiles into its 
submarines by the end of the decade. 
The SALT Agreement related to land 
based missiles so the Americans moved 
the leading edge of the arms race off 
shore. Incidentally this is part of the 
reason Australia is enmeshed in the 

nuclear balance of terror because both 
North West Cape and Omega are part 
of America's submarine force. 

Of course Odgers couldn't mention 
all these missiles because he wanted to 
contend that the hawkish US has exer- 
cised restraint and disarmament, qual- 
ities that are unknown in the US milit- 
ary/technocratic regime. Whilst some 
well chosen indicators can be used to 
indicate a Soviet pseudo-lead in nuclear 
arms, when we look at the aggregate 
destructive capability, NATO reionc 
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One of the purposes of this article is to point out the nec- 
essity for students to take an active role in their education. 
Without speaking out your interests will not be safeguarded. 
Our present political and economic climate is such that if 
you do not show that you care, no one else will either. For 
instance, how much information has the Arts Faculty pub- 
lished concerning field programs, apart from notifying a 
change in rule*?Did you know that only two of the proposed 
ifield programs actually have staff! The rest are units borrow- 
ed from already existing departments. If these studies are 
different, and designed to get students to approach their 
education in a new way, "and with a willingness to subject 
[disciplines] to the critiques offered by other ways of think- 
ing or angles of approach," then where are the corresponding 
changes in assessment, and new units that in fact use an 
integrative disciplinary methodology? The Faculty has failed 
! to do this, and is busily removing already established units 
that teach with an integrative methodology. 


.Global human society today faces an interconnected series of 
problems, environmental, social, economic; political and 
military which could well culminate in a massive degradation 
S of the biosphere and a precipitous decline In human well- 
being during the decades ahead. It is an open question whether 
human inventiveness, having generated this crisis, will rise in 
time to the challenge of charting a satisfactory path through 


The Human Science field program is based in the first place 
on a belief that seeking after understanding of ; the crisis re- 
presents one of the most important, challenging and absorbing 
tasks that confronts human beings at the present time. It is 
based in the second place on a belief that this understanding 
may profitably be pursued by taking a holistic approach, 
involving the critical application and synthesis of intellectual 
frameworks and data from a variety of academic disciplines 
and other sources. 


The Field Program comprises a first year unit; several core 
units and one or more optional units related to one or other 
of two aspects of the crisis. Human Ecology, and Hyman 
Well-being. Each of the core units draws on information from 
several different disciplines to analyse and develop understand- 
ing of one of these aspects, interrelating the information 
concerned and drawing attentjOn to its underlying assumptions 
in the process. All of the core units emphasize the application 
of theory to concrete reality by means of case studies. 


Did you know that Faculty has not yet determined a 
^policy concerning honours with field programs, and that 
Jpjfryou cannot do a combination of cognate field majors without 
isM^III doing a third disciplinary major to qualify for your degree? 
'’^eife^these are issues that the students of the Human Sciences are 
leading up with Faculty. They directly concern us, and you. We 
a * s0 trying to get more student access to Faculty Educat- 
If^^^rion Committee meetings. But, as that committee was not 
^xpnvened in first term, we have not been able to raise the 
-issue! It really is time that all students begin to question ed- 
^^uqational policies at the ANU. Where do you begin? I would 
Slii' «Wl*£99 est V° ur next departmental committee meeting. 


STAFF CUTS 


p^^^Human Science Program is under pressure due to staff 
budgetary cuts, while at the same time student enrolments 
TOi^nue to increase! 


consequence the existing 2.5 staff are severely over- 
i^%|qaded;-and despite their efforts the quality of our education 
"Ip\ is '- being threatened. Already this year established field trips 
S^j^^JiaVerhad to be cancelled due to budgetary cuts; the next year, 
7 ^llcore:-’units will have to be semesterised as there won't be 
g§ fpnough staff to offer the full core units every year. 


. Well, the handbook entry and other bits of information On 
this page can tell you who we are, and what we study; but 
what it can't tell you is about the Program and its people. It 
can't tell you about the friendship between staff and students 
and the sense of co-operation that stems from a philosophy 
and teaching based on the community, rather than the 
individual. 


These proposed restrictions on core units are a direct threat 
to the integrity of the whole Program. 

■ ■ 

The multi-disciplinary and inter-faculty role of the 
Human Sciences Program make it a unique and innovative 
course at ANU. Increasing enrolments and strong student 
interest in the future of the program demonstrate the demand 
for this course. 


The sense of co-operation between all concerned with ‘the 
Program is exemplified by our departmental committee 
structure. All meetings are open for students to attend and 
raise issues. By doing this students are able to participate in 
the educational process and discuss educational issues openly 
with staff and other students. What is equally important, is 
that by having open meetings you also get to know your 
teachers. They become accessible, and you can more easily 
approach them to discuss other matters concerning essay 
ideas, etc. 


UMAN SCIENCES BEING SQUEEZED? 

' .... , 


It is hard to describe the difference between passively 
receiving education, and having the opportunity to become 
active in its formulation. Once the barriers that restrict part- 
icipation, for example, formal meeting structures, have been 
removed, it is quite rewarding to find out that you can infl- 
uence decision making by simply voicing your opinion. How- 
ever small, or large, the issue, it is rewarding to have had the 
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impossibilities - 
HOW TO BE HAPPY 
ON A STUDENT 
INCOME 


The broader the field of your know- 
ledge the more significant each portion 
of that knowledge seems. Human know- 
ledge is a continuous framework, by 
means of which we understand the many 
aspects of reality. Each portion of it 
has implications for the others. With 
almost everything that is known stored 
in the university library, and surrounded 
by specialists in every field, the student 
has unrivalled opportunities to increase 
the breadth of her knowledge. 

There are two main sources of beauty: 
nature and art. It has proved difficult 
to restrict access to nature, and so it can 
still often be had for free. Students are 
also compelled by their poverty to come 
closer to nature on their holidays than 
richer persons might. It is less often 
realised that it is of the nature of art to 
be cheap. This may even seem paradox- 
ical, given the prices that are paid for 
works of art. But such prices are not 
paid for the works as art. They are paid 



A student cannot be conventionally 
successful. A student can't have a large 
car, a swimming pool, meals in the most 
expensive restaurants, and holidays in 
exotic places in extreme luxury. Most 
painful of all, a student cannot produce 
envy in those around her. Instead, she 
will often be subject to the pangs of 
envy herself. But all this should not 
worry her. Human beings are apt to 
gauge their own happiness by others' 
envy, but this does not mean that being 
envied is pleasant. All it shows is that 
we are unsure of what is desirable, and 
are therefore prone to accept any avail- 
able standards, however inadequate. 

But the poverty of studenthood can 
be timed to advantage. We can use it 
to direct our desires towards things 
that are plentiful, cheap and intrinsically 
valuable. Three such things are, perhaps 
more than any others, available to stud- 
ents. They are referred to in literature 
about students as far back as the Middle 
Ages. These three are knowledge, the 


appreciation of beauty, and states of 
personal affection.* These three are all 
good candidates to be states of affairs 
that are intrinsically valuable. That is to 
say, they are not valuable because they 
lead to something else, but valuable in 
and for themselves. A possible universe 
which contains such states of mind is 
better than one which does not. 

Students are in a good position to 
acquire knowledge since that is their 
prime function as students. But not 
all states of knowledge are valuable. 
The mere ability to recite sentences 
which happen to be true is of no value. 
What are valuable are states of mind in 
which we perceive the intellectual 
beauty of some truth or system of ideas. 
For example, to be abie to write down 
the Russell/Whitehead axiom for arith- 
metic, or even whole chunks of "Princip- 
ia Mathematica" is a trivial ability. To 
grasp fully the significance and elegance 
of means of that axiomatication is an 
exalted state of mind. 
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for them as objects of historical inter- 
est, or snob-value. As far as aesthetic 
value goes a good copy of a work of art 
equals the original. For example, a novel 
is as good a novel in any edition. My 
copy of Renoir's 'La Danse a la ville' 
has the same aesthetic value as the or- 
iginal. In fact, it is the same painting. 

As far as the appreciation of art for 
its own sake goes, the student sitting 
in her room with Mozart on the stereo 
and a Renoir on the wall is as well off as 
Paul Getty' in his private gallery with 
a chamber orchestra. The student's 
aesthetic appreciation is likely to be 
more genuine, since it is undiluted 
by the pleasures of possession. 


Outside your family, states of personal 
affection are felt for friends and lovers. 
Universities are (universally!) renowned 
as places where lifelong friendships are 
born. But students' relations to 
their lovers are often less satisfactory. In 
part, this is because of a confusion about 
the relation between love and friendship. 
There is, in reality, no clear distinction 
between the two. This fact is obscured by 
gender differences, so let us consider a 
homosexual case. Were Virginia Woolff 
and Vita Sackville-West friends or lovers? 
There is no good answer to this question. 
You certainly don't settle it by finding 
out if they slept together. The moral 
we should draw is that going to bed 
affectionately is as good under the name 
of friendship as of love. (In fact better, 
since under the name of friendship we are 
less likely to deceive ourselves about 
it.) 

Here are two further arguments for 
having sex with friends, rather than trying 
to work up a grand passion. First, trying 
to be passionate leads to deceit. We 
have a natural desire to have sex, and 
will have it whether or not we have met 
the perfect person (if there is such a 
thing). The most common and damnable 
crime that people commit against their 
sexual partners is to invest the sexual 
act with more significance than it actually 
has for them. Sometimes this is plain 


i -A 



deceit, sometimes there is a liberal 
admixture of self-deceit. Whatever the 
cause, people do have an absurd tend- 
ency to gasp out "I love you, I love 
you" at the vital moment, even though 
common sense could tell them that 
they neither do nor will. An excellent 
rule of thumb is the "transparency con- 
dition". This states that a relationship 
is usually morally wholesome if each 
partner is aware of what the other wants 
from the relationship, and each still 
enters into it freely. 

The second argument is that love 
grows out of relationships, and not vice 
versa. I'd be prepared to argue that it 
takes time to fall genuinely in love. 
Here, However, I'll argue for something 
more obviously true. This is that it takes 
time to find out if you or your partner 
are genuinely in love. No amount of 
high-flown, late-night rhetoric can reveal 
it. The only test is a continuing intimate 
relationship. One might say "That's not 
an argument for sex, that's an argu- 
ment for going to the movies together 
a lot." But that would just be 
unrealistic. 

These observations have not had any 
clear connecting strands. If there is any 
comon theme it is that happiness comes 
from concentrating on and making the 
best use of, the present moment. Con- 
versely, unhappiness can be caused by 
overmuch anticipation, regret and theor- 
ising about our lives. The function of 
memory is to teach us. The function of 
anticipation is to goad us into preparing 
for the future. The only reason to theor- 
ise about life is to decide what to do 
next. All three have the present as their 
aim, for only in the present can we act 
and experience, and thus enter intc 
states that are of value in and for them- 
selves. The good life is that in which we 
enter into as many of these states as we 
can, and as we have seen, many of 
them are as available to the student as to 
the millionaire. 

* Chaucer's 'Nicolas' in Cl 4 Oxford 
spent his days studying the stars, playing 
the giteme and making love to his 
'Alison'. 

P. Griffiths 
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DOCTOR FEELGOOD 



GROWERS’ CORNER 


Hello again all you budding (sorry) horti- 
culturalists. Well, by now your outdoor 
crops should have been harvested long 
ago and probably already smoked, and 
now you’re beginning to worry about 
where your mid-winter highs will be com- 
ing from. If you’d started indoor growing 
way back in Term I when Dr Feelgood 
suggested, then these naughty little plants 
should be between 1 - 2 Vi feet high. At 
this stage, you are ready to induce them 
to head. Wow, won’t that be fun! All you 
need do is reduce the light cycle to 12 
hours a day and the plants will go straight 
into the heading phase (the plant’s only 
concern at this stage is to produce enough 
flowers to ensure reproduction before the 
onset of winter and the death of the 
plant). It is also best to ease up on the 
fertilizer, as too much of it near har- 
vest time will give the smoke a funny 
chemical taste. 



ADVANCED BIT 
OR 

SUPERGRASS FOR THE MAD KEEN 


Proper way to hold seedling 
for Colchicine dip 


Treat the plant very gently 
while dipping and tying 



Ripped Review 


— Reel to Real, ABC, Late at night. 


One of the few things that the A.B.C. has 
to its advantage is that it can afford, 
to experiment, since if it loses a night 
with a tried-but-terrible, it won’t mean 
a senior executive’s head in a waste- 
basket. Its latest experiment is reel-to- 
real, with the Dynamic Duo, Tim and 
Debbie. I fully expected this to just be 
T & D to be crapping on for 10 minutes, 
and then the A.B.C. playing a 1930’s 
hyper-boring extravaganza. 

Well, it did. BUT! 


boring bits, playing the good bits over 
again, stopping the film here and there 
to crap on some more,. they had a great 
timer- So did I! All those nasty little 
comments that you might make to your- 
self at home were immortalized forever 
on the screen. Even if you don’t find T 


T & D crapped on all the way through. 
Fast forwarding though excessively 


& D particularly hinny, you have to 
admire the gall of the A.B.C. in play- 
ing something like that. This Sort of 
behaviour will engender heaps of hate 
mail for the A.B.C. - Rhubarbhowdare- 
yourhubarbrhubardoutragedrhubarb, etc., 
but it’s found at hast one fully ' fledged 
supporter — WELL DONE! 
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Those of you that want to experiment 
with making supergrass can do so with a 
little help from Colchicine. Colchicine 
will induce the cells in the plant that are 
dividing (those in the germinating seed 
and the small seedling especially) to have 
a double-set of chromosomes. This effect- 
ively means that there are more instruct- 
ions to the plant to get down and do 
what plants get down and do. This leads 
to increased luxuriousness and vitality 
for the plants that survive the treatment 
(a lot won’t) which means more resin. 
BUT! 


Colchicine is a highly poisonous sub- 
stance. It can kill you. No research is 
available on the effects of smoking or 
ingesting first generation Cannabis which 
has become polyploid through Colchicine 
treatment Jt is not known whether colchi- 
cine is metabolized or not. So only 
successive generations of Cannabis - gen- 
erations number two on out — should 
be considered safe. 

In addition, great care should be exer- 
cised in handling Colchicine. It should 
not come in contact with the skin, the 
eyes, or anything else! 

One way of treating Cannabis with 
Colchicine is to add Colchicine to the 
starting solution in which you soak 
your seeds before putting them in the 
germination beds. Use a strength between 
0.05 and 0.15% Colchicine in distilled 
water. Many of the plants will fail to 
germinate. This is the effect of Colch- 
icine. Those plants which do germinate 
^td^umv^^UM^j^ydoi^^annabis^ 


The problem with using Colchicine at 
this period of the plant’s life is that 
the embryo is going to have a very 
tenuous grasp on life anyway, and the 
jolt from the poison will finish off an 
inordinate number of them. 

The other, more complicated method 
of treatment involves plants which are 
two to three weeks old. Plants chosen 
for the treatment should be very healthy. 
If you plan to give the treatment at this 
stage, it will be best if you combine the 
treatment with transplantation. This 
means that the plants will have to stay 
in their germinating beds longer than 
usual, and so the beds should be large 
enough to handle the root systems which 
will be developing. 

Proceed with transplantation in the 
normal manner; but, because the trans- 
plant won’t be finished as quickly as 
usual, the roots and ball of soil should 
be protected from light, heat and drying 
out. Holding the ball of soil gently, invert 
the plant and immerse the growing tips 
and topmost sets of leaves in a solution 
of .05 — .15% Colchicine. Hold the plant 
in the solution for a minute or less, and 
then proceed with the transplant. Make 
sure that none of the solution dribbles 
down to get onto the roots. This will 
kill the plant for sure. Many of the 
seedlings will die anyway, but those 
which survive will be polyploid. So will 
their offspring. 

The big drawback is, of course, that 
there is a whole crop that you can’t 
smoke. In the long run, however, you 
won’t regret it. 
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DEATH AND PREJUDICE 
Brian Martin* 

The majority of victims of AIDS so 
far have been gay men. A usual response 
to those suffering from a disease — 
whether measles or polio — is to offer 
sympathy and support. But the response 
to AIDS has been different. 

The only public sympathy for AIDS 
victims has been for those who are 
clearly not gay, such as babies. Rather 
than inducing sympathy, AIDS has 
been used by certain groups as the pre- 
text for vicious attacks on gays. It is a 
classic case of blaming the victim. 

AIDS stands for acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome. It is a disease in 
which the human body's immune syst- 
em becomes weakened. When this hap- 
pens, a person becomes susceptible to a 
variety of other diseases, and the risk 
of death is very high. 

AIDS can be spread through sexual 
contact. The main known avenues of 
transmission are blood and semen. In 
Western societies a primary avenue 
apparently has been male homosexual 
intercourse. In anal intercourse there 
are often very tiny cuts and abrasions 
through which semen-to-blood contact 
can be made, thus increasing the risk of 
exposure to the disease. Males can pass 
the disease to women through hetero- 
sexual intercourse, and transmission in 
the opposite direction also seems 
possible. 

Since blood is a primary carrier, 
AIDS also can be acquired by recip- 
ients of blood transfusions and by intra- 
venous drug takers who use dirty needles. 
But so far in Western countries, the 
majority of victims have been men who 
have sex with other men. 

Researchers in France and the United 
States have discovered a virus which most 
scientists now accept is the sole agent 
for the spread of AIDS. 

One point about AIDS is quite clear: 
it is not very infectious. Of the many 
people who have had intercourse with 
men who have contracted AIDS only a 
tiny minority have themselves overtly 
developed the disease. It would seem 
that many people who are exposed to the 
virus do not develop the full syndrome. 
No doctors, nurses, dentists or other 
health workers are known to have con- 
tracted AIDS through their thousands of 
routine contacts with AIDS patients. In 
addition, quite a large number of health 
workers have accidentally pricked them- 
selves with needles used to inject pat- 
ients; only one such worker has been 
reported to have caught AIDS this way. 

PREJUDICE 

The sensible response to AIDS is 
simply to treat it as another disease. 
But what has happened is that AIDS has 
been used to launch a social and political 
attack on gays. 

The most blatant part of this attack 
comes from those who see homosexuality 
as a perversion which should be condemn- 
ed and refused any public acceptability. 
This attack is usually assocaited with 
support for the 'traditional' male-domin- 
ated nuclear family and opposition to 
abortion, to the equality of women 
and even to any open expression of 
sexuality. This is because gays, through 
their non-standard sexuality, seem to 
pose a threat to the dominant social 
institutions of the family and male 
domination over women. 

AIDS also has made many people, who 
have exaggerated ideas about how easily 
AIDS is spread, more afraid of gays. 
Gays are an especially frightening min- 
ority group because, unlike women or 
Aborigines, they cannot be recognised 
instantly. 

The self-styled guardians of public 
morality claim that AIDS is God's 
punishment for being gay. Civil rights 
for gays — such as ending of job 
discrimination — are opposed. AIDS is 
evoked to justify anti -gay prejudice. 


Certainly this is the way AIDS nas 
been used politically. Gays have been 
dismissed from jobs, and physical bashing 
of gays is once again becoming more 
common. AIDS somehow has made it 
more acceptable to be openly contempt- 
uous of gays. 

A pervasive anti-gay prejudice is app- 
arent in the way many people respond to 
deaths from AIDS. When gay men die, 
this is somehow seen as justified, as if 
somehow they brought it upon them- 
selves. This lack of concern is suddenly 
transformed into outrage when a blood 
recipient contracts AIDS. Many people 
seem to feel that it doesn't matter if a 
gay person dies. 

Even those who take a more reasoned 
view may reveal such attitudes. Alister 
Brass and Julian Gold in their other- 
wise informative and balanced book 
AIDS and Australia refer to recipients 
of AIDS-contaminated blood who cont- 
ract the disease as “perhaps the most 
unfortunate of all AIDS victims". Yet 
there is no logic in the view that a gay 
man who unknowingly is exposed to 
AIDS is more responsible for his suffer- 
ing than is a blood recipient. 

Anti-gay prejudice is manifested in the 
political sphere in legislation, such as 
that passed by the Queensland govern- 
ment, imposing heavy fines and even 
imprisonment for those who give 
blood and who know they have AIDS. 
Criminal sanctions are not used for many 
other diseases which pose an equal or 
greater threat to public health. The 
usual procedure is to rely on inform- 
ation and individual responsibility to 
prevent diseases from spreading. The 
orientation to punishment reflects att- 
itudes to gays, not a realistic attitude to 
a particular disease. 


DEATH AND BLAME 

The incredible scaremongering about 
AIDS clearly owes a lot to its association 
with homosexuality. The existence of 
a disease — namely, what is claimed to 
be a fact of nature — is used to blame the 
people who get the disease. This distorted 
argument escapes scrutiny precisely be- 
cause it is gays who are most at risk from 
AIDS in our society. The same sort of 
scapegoating is not used against many 
others who suffer and cause death. 


Smoking. Medical evidence shows 
that non-smokers who live with smokers 
suffer an increased risk of death due to 
cancers and heart disease. Yet no one 
claims that deaths from smoking are 
, due to the wrath of god. Governments 
have not imposed massive fines on those 
who smoke in households with non- 
smokers. 

An even more clearcut case is smoking 
during pregnancy. This results in an 
increased risk of stillbirth and congenital 
defects. Yet there has been no public 
outcry greeting deaths and diseases result- 
ing from women smoking during preg- 
nancy such as the outcry which followed 
the deaths of babies from AIDS after 
blood transfusions. The double standard 
is quite overt considering that blood 
transfusions at least are providing some 
potential benefit, while parental smoking 
provides no benefit at all to babies. 

* Common colds, measles, etc. These 
diseases are spread by germs and viruses. 
A certain percentage of people who con- 
tract these diseases die. Those most vul- 
nerable are children. Yet governments 
have not passed legislation which provides 
extreme penalties for people who know- 
' ingly make contact with others while 
suffering from the illnesses. Nor are pun- 
ishments prescribed for patents who 
neglect or refuse to have their children 
vaccinated. Rather, the approach is the 
sensible one of warning people of the 
risks and relying on them to use their 
own judgement in reducing personal 
contact. 


‘Genetic diseases. Certain diseases 
and disabilities are passed from parents 
to children genetically. Even when 
death of children occurs, this is seldom 
used as a reason to stigmatise the adults 
who know they have genetic defects. 
The usual approach is to seek a balance 
between the risks to children and the soc- 
ial benefit of allowing people to make 
their own choices concerning parenthood. 

‘Lesbianism. The double standard of 
using AIDS as an excuse for attacking 
gays is most apparent in the silence 
about female homosexuality. AIDS is 
a significant risk to gay men and lesser 
risk to heterosexuals. Lesbians have 
almost no chance of contracting it. 


Indeed, lesbian lifestyle provides lower 
risks for almost all sexually transmitted 
diseases than any other form of sexual 
interaction. Those who use the existence 
of AIDS to criticise male homosexuality 
must, to be logical, also extol the virtues 
of lesbianism. 


A SENSIBLE RESPONSE 


AIDS is simply a disease, not that diff- 
erent from many other diseases. The 
sensible thing to do about it is to look for 
measures to prevent its spread and to cure 
it or limit its impact. 

The most immediate step which can 
be taken by individuals likely to be 
exposed is to adopt 'safe sex'. For gay 
men, this includes massage and mutual 
masturbation. For anal intercourse, con- 
doms are claimed to provide reasonable 
protection. It is not yet clear how easily 
AIDS can be transmitted through oral 
intercourse. 

The priority then should be to inform 
gay men and others at risk (such as fe- 
male partners of bisexual men) of the 
possible risks involved in sexual contact 
and the measures which can reduce it. 
People can then make their decisions. 

Another prime avenue for transmiss- 
ion is via blood banks. There is a blood 
test which shows whether a person has 
antibodies to the AIDS virus. A positive 
result on the test presumably means 
exposure to AIDS in the past. But the 
test is not foolproof: some people carry- 
ing the virus can pass the test and be 
cleared for giving blood, while others who 
fail the test may not have the virus or 
the antibodies at all. Both blood donors 
and blood recipients need to know the 
uncertainties involved. 

The medical system's response to 
AIDS has shown a number of biases. 
The vast majority of funds have gone 
into research into the causes of AIDS. 
But it can be argued that preventive 
measures should have a higher priority, 
especially since no effective cure may be 
found. Certainly in the cases of diseases 
such as German measles or lung cancer, 
much more can be done in terms of 
prevention than of cure. 

In the United States, only about two 
percent of AIDS victims contract the dis- 
ease through blood transfusions. Yet in 
Australia, much more money has been 
allocated towards screening of blood than 
towards promoting preventive measures 
in the two main groups at risk, men who 
have sex with other men and intravenous 
drug users. Gay groups have been crying 
out for support to distribute information 
about AIDS, but have received only 
derisory funds compared to the medical 
establishment and compared to mass 
advertising aimed at the general public. 

AIDS, like any disease, is tragic for 
the victims and as well for their lovers 
and friends. But the problem for gays 
goes much deeper, because AIDS has 
become a lever for anti -gay prejudice. 
As the examples presented here illust- 
rate, the existence of a disease cannot 
legitimately be used to condemn those 
who get it. 

As well as encouraging efforts towards 
controlling or curing AIDS, there is a 
need to provide information about dang- 
ers and prevention to all at risk and to 
provide information to the community 
to dispel both complacency and exag- 
gerated fears. It would be nice if this 
were all that were required. But the task 
for gays and for those who oppose social 
prejudice is the much wider one of coun- 
tering a concerted attack on gays which 
uses the pretext of concern over AIDS. 
As is so common in history, it is difficult 
to separate death and prejudice. 

* Dr Brian Martin is a research associate 

in the Department of Mathematics, 

Faculty of Science, ANU. 
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"A FACE FROM THE STREET'' 
by Clem Gorman 

Directed by Peter Wilkins. Designed by 
Judith Hoddinott. 


After eavesdropping on the pre-show 
chatter before "A Face from the Street" 
began, it became apparent that the 
general WORD on it was "excellence". 
And in this I was not disappointed. 

"A Face from the Street" deals with 
a subject that is often conveniently swept 
under the mg. The stereo-typical 
situation of lower-class family violence is 
cast aside. And perhaps more realistically, 
violence within the middle-class family is 
portrayed in its place. A very disturbing? 
and honest picture is presented to the 
audience. An adolescent boy is distraught 
by his "normal" family situation — the 
constant bickering of/with his parents, 
and the lack of attention he receives from 
them, leads him to commit a crime for 
reasons that initially are not aparent. The 
play follows the adolescent boy's psycho- 
drama therapy through a number of flash- 
backs, and slowly the picture falls into ' 
place for both Chris (the boy) and the 
audience. 

Captivating performances are given by 
all those in the play. But in particular, 
(a new face for regulars of Jigsaw) James 
Wheeler, who plays Chris Howell. The 
part requires not only immense concen- 
tration, but also a solid understanding of 
such a situation. James Wheeler gave a 
very convincing and moving perform- 
ance in this difficult role. His mother, 
played by Leonie Fletcher, and his 
psychodramatist, played by Michelle 
Marzo also were incredibly demanding 
roles which were dealt with and perform- 
ed admirably. The cast of five, Andrew 
Dungan (father), Leonie Fletcher, Mich- 
elle Marzo, David Robbins (solicitor) 
and James Wheeler perform with great 
insight and compassion a very topical, 
entertaining play. 

It is interesting to note that the orig- 
inal script of "A Face from the Street" 
had to be discarded only weeks before 
it was due for commencement, because 
it uncannily resembled a factual case 
and could have therefore been libellous. 
The final script was in fact a group de- 
vised product, eventually written up by 
Clem Gorman. 

The play, "A Face from the Street" is 
aimed at audiences over the age of 
fifteen. I think the play is a very worth- 
while piece, however the one problem 
that may eventuate in its performance 
at high schools is that it may be 
misunderstood. There is the chance that 
without structured discussion about the 
play, murder (or something lesser) may 
be seen as a viable answer to stress with- 
in the family. However, this is not terrib- 
ly likely and I believe that the play's 
many merits overrule this aspect. 

As a piece of relevant theatre, concern- 
ing human rights and relationships, "A 
Face in the Street" stands up very well. 
As it is International Youth Year, this 
is a very apt subject for a play that I 
think will entertain and benefit all those 
who see it. 

(Watch for the dates ) 


| Hepcats Move: Jill (Rosanna Arquette) 
and the Sheik (Vincent Spano) 

ALSINO AND THE CONDOR (Alsino 
y el Condor) 

Director: MiquelLittin 
Starring: Alan Esquivel, Dean Stockwell, 
Carmen Bunster, Alejandro Parodi. 

This contemporary Nicaraguan-based film 
projects a passionate lyricism, exploring 
in its wake the human victims of war and 
oppression, of Somoza and US-backed 
bmtalism, as seen through the eyes of a 
12 year old Nicaraguan boy whose great- 
est desire is to fly like a bird. 

His war-tom world of no escape is 
1 shown simply; he observes and is init- 
iated by his reality of the plague of in- 
justice and cruelty that pervades his 
beautiful country. Alsino and his friend 
Lucia journey through the reality of 
massacres of their fellow peasants and the 
burning of their land by Somoza’s sold- 
iers. Yet this Latin American fable takes 
on a surprisingly gentle and poetic tone. 
Alsino lives with his grandmother in a 
mountain village and from here, we grow 
with him and his unshakeable expectancy 
and hope of better things to come, even 
during the chaos and upheaval that 
surrounds them. 

“Alsino and the Condor” is strangely 
{ ethereal, yet raw and forceful; it is a fer- 
| vent testimony of freedom over oppress- 
E ion. 


BABY IT'S YOU (Paramount Pictures) 
Director: JohnSayles 
Starring: Rosanna Arquette, Vincent 
Spano 


Like Sayles’ earlier “Lianna”, this 
film subtly traces a bitter-sweet romance 
with the penetrating insight and sensitiv- 
ity that typifies his style; there is no sen- 
sationalism here, no tacky cliched tum- 
blings in the Teenage Rituals, no easy 
moralising. He draws from the personal- 
ity) of the Girl/Boy, he highlights their 
interactions and reactions without the 
didactism with the potency of the un(der)- 
stated not unlike Wenders; the two 
mature women of “Lianna” having 
their first love affair shares with this 
latest effort, the simple but compelling 
treatment. Sayles frames the Rules (and 
ruled) of society and films what cynical 
vignettes of humour that seep out; the 
couple’s encounters of brief solace and 
hopeless unions are conveyed faultlessly 
by the principles Rosanna Arquette and 
Vincent Spano. The superb match of a 
vintage soundtrack is good reason alone 
to see it, featuring the Shirelles, the 
Miracles, Ben E. King, The Supremes, 
the Velvet Underground, Sinatra and 
Springsteen, among others. 

A cherishable slice of American 
graffiti. Of the Sixties. For teenAGErs. 

■ KeanW 


John Sayles’ latest film to hit Canberra, 
“Baby It’s You”, screened last week at 
the Electric Shadows, some months 
after the February debut in Sydney 
and Melbourne. The author-director with 
the low-budget reputation, was a guest 
at the National Screenwriters Confer- 
ence during the premiere of this film; 
perhaps he passed on some ideas on how 
he got about producing gems like this 
recent offering. 

“Baby |t's You” returns another 
Sixties perspective that has been chron- 
icled by many American films of late 
including '“The Big Chill” (a blatant 
recycle of Sayles’ earlier “Return Of 
the Secaucus Seven”) and “Terms of 
Endearment”, to name but two. On the 
surface, this latest addition may just 
slip by as another star-crossed, Class- 
conscious love cliche but of course, 
it is more than that. 

It starts in Trenton, New Jersey 
,1966; she is steeped in the class- 
conscious traditions of middling sub- 
urbia and en route for the prestigious 
Sarah Lawrence College, he revelling 
in the (under) world of a working-class 
Italian entity - Grease(d) cars of High 
School and dudes with Girls. ‘Trenton 
Makes, The World Takes” reveals a bridge 
banner as they characteristically Drive 
past; they both want to do the taking. 
The Sheik’, as he’s known, soon 
escapes to Miami Beach for some dish- 
washing while taking his nascent steps to 
Sinatra-Way (he idolises the Star of 
Frank, that other Italiian immigrant’s 
son made good) by miming to a Frank- 
laden jukebox and thrilling the restaur* 
ant’s patrons who don’t know/pay any 
better; Jill matures her WASP-ish herit- 
age, though soon supplanting it with 
bouts of avant-garde chic (her drama 
classes, courtesy of Brecht and Artaud) 
and the advancing hippie culture/vult- 
ures of the Sixties and male Ivy League 
colleges. 


■ KeanW 


NEXT: The new film noir thriller "Blood 
Simple" is previewed by Penelope 
Hanley, and REVIEW also has a 
look at "Country" with Jessica Lange 
and Sam 'Right Stuff' Shepard, 

Werner Herzog's "Where the Green 
Ants Dream", 

"The Bostonians", a film by James 
Ivory based on Henry James' epic of 
historical Americana, 
and "A Soldier's Story", Norman 
Jewison' latest. 


Judith Ion 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15277672 
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is filming all of the following filn\$ over the 
coming fortnight 


Sunday 26 May 

1.30 BALLOON ATIC, 22 mins. «\«V»uite»i 
Kaaton. 

155 SPLASH (1984) USA, 110 mins, m. 
Oir: Ron Howard, With Tom Hanks, Daryl 
Hannah, Eugma Levy. 

Cape Cod, twenty years ago: Eight-year-old 
Allen Bauer, on vacation with his family falls 
overboard from a ferry-boat. Before being res- 
cued, he briefly encounters a young mermaid, 
and discovers a miraculous ability to breathe 
underwater in her presence. Present day New 
York: Allen, who now runs a wholesale 
vegetable business with his incompetent 
brother, Freddie, feels he can never fall in love. 

. Fleeing from an unhappy love affair, he returns 
to Cape Cod and is again rescued from 
drowning by the mermaid who, out of the 
water, finds that her dry tail metamorphoses 
into a pair of human legs. She follows Allen to 
the city and there begins a series of comical 
situations. Ron Howard (director of Nightshift) 
has continued the style of odd-ball characters, 
snappy dialogue and physical comedy to 
produce another piece of quality 
entertainment. 

3.50 LAST HOLIDAY (1950) GB. 89 mins, 
NRC, Dir: Henry Cass, With: Alec Guinness, 
Beatrice Campbell, Kay Walsh. 

A comedy-drama from the pen of J.B. Priestley. 
A man is told he has only a short time to live, 
he decides to make the most of it. As usual 
Guinness is in fine form. 


Thureday 30 May 

730 SILKWOOD (1983). USA, 131 mins, 
M. Dir: Mike Nichols. With: Meryl Streep, Kurt 
Russell, Cher. 

Karen Silkwood was a worker in a plutonium 
processing plant who was killed , in whet was 
officially called a "one-car accident", when she 
was on her way to talk to a reporter about 
alleged irregularities at the plant. Her death be- 
came a focus for the burgeoning anti-nuclear 
movement in the US and around the world. 
This film is a dramatisation of the events that 
led up to her death. 


J^Wf^b^LIFE IS IT ANYWAY?(1981) 
USA, 118 mins, M, Dir: John Badhem, With: 
Richard Dreyfus, John Cassavetes, Christine 
Lahti. 

A story about euthanasia sprinkled with dry wit 
end some more serious moments. Dreyfus is a 
sculptor who is left totally paralysed after a car 
crash. He wants to die, his doctors and friends 
want him to live. Dreyfus plays the part with a 
dry laconic wit. ("Hear about the one about the 
plastic surgeon? He melted in front of the f 
fire.")There Is, regrettably, no serious comm- 
ent about euthanasia in this film, the whole 
subject is blithely -glossed over in a parade of 
witty remarks and soapbox orations. 

9.35 TRADING PLACES (1983), USA, 116 
mins, M, Dir: John Landis, With: D. Aykroyd, 
Eddie Murphy Ralph Bellamy. 

Aykroyd and Murphy live on different sides of 
the street. One is a down and out man the other 
a successful commodities broker. The whims of 
two rich and bored old men mean that 
Aykroyd and Murphy are forced to swap 
places to test a theory about "the effects of 
heredity over environment". The result is a 
hilarious romp as both Aykroyd and Murphy 
find things difficult on the "other side of the 
street". Director Landis makes sure that the 
setting is real enough to be believed. You can 
be assured that you will come out of the film 
knowing what commodities brokers do and 
how to speculate on "pork belly futures". 


9.40 MELVIN. AND HOWARD (1980), 
95 mins, M, Oir: Jonathon Demme, With Paul 
La Mat. Jasdn Robards. Mary Steanbergen. 

This film is - based on the crazy premise that 
Howard Hughes might have met up with 
some truck driver in the middle of the Nevada 
desert who gives him a ride. Hughes several 
years later leaves all his money to this guy 
he only knew for a couple of hours. It could 
never happen, right? This is the story of Melvin 
from the time he met Howard (Hughes) up to 
and just after being informed of inheriting all 
Hughes' money. Melvin is a guy with problems 
(so is Howard for that matter, but Melvin's 
problems are not as well known as Howard's). 
His wife keeps leaving him and he can't seem 
to hold a steady job. This is not the REAL 
story of the guy Howard left all his money to, 
but it could bel 


Thursday 23 May 

7.30 TENDER MERCIES (1982. USA, 92 
mins, NRC, Dir: Bruce Beresford. With: Robert 
Duvall, Tess Harper, Betty Buckley. 

Duvall plays an ex-country and western singer 
turned to booze. He meets a war widow and her 
ten year-old son and they attempt to put him 
back on his feet. This film won two academy 
awards, Best Actor (Duvall) and Best Screen- 
play (by Horton Foote). Duvall puts in the per- 
formance of a lifetime. To their credit all the 
cast perform their own songs (and it doesn't 
make you wincet). 

9.10- TRUE CONFESSIONS (19811 USA, 
108 mins, M, Dir: Ulu Grosbard.With: 

Robert De Niro, Robert Duvall. Charles 
Durning 

Two brothers, one a cop, the other an up-and- 
coming priest in the Catholic hierarchy, are 
involved in a series of murders. The murders 
are thought to have been committed by a crime 
boss now a building contractor for the Catholic 
church. The cop's persistence threatens his 
brother's position within the church. From 
! the novel True Confessions by John Gregory 
-Yxmne. 


Tuesday 28 May 

7.30 THE LOST WEEKEND (1945), USA 
101 mins. M. Dir: Billy Wilder, With: Ray 
Milland, Jane Wyman. 

This film swept the awards' pools when it was 
first released in 1945, winning Best Picture, 
Best Director, Best Actor, and Best Screenplay 
Academy Awards and (to counter-balance that) 
Best Director and Best Actor at Cannes in 
1946. The film spans three days in the life of 
Ray Milland who struggles to overcome the 
effects of his alcoholism. Considered by many 
to be Milland's best performance by far. A film 
that proves that Hollywood did have something 
worthwhile to say in the 40's. 

9.20 DOUBLE INDEMNITY (1944) USA, 
107 mins, NRC, Dir: Billy Wilder. With: Fred 
MacMurray, Barbara Stanwyck, Edward G. 
Robinson. 

From a James Cain novel with script help from 
Wilder and Raymond Chandler, so it should 
come as no surprise to learn that the plot con- 
cerns a man's attempt to murder his mistress's 
husband for the insurance money. Try to forget 
MacMurray's work for Walt Disney in the six- 
ties as he is in quite good form here: as is 
Robinson. Stanwyck's femme fatale wears a 
little less well over time though this may have 
to do with the unconvincing part she has to 
contend with. 


Sunday 2 June 

1.30 THE BOND, 6 mins 

WINCHESTER 73 (1950), USA, 92 mins, 

b&w, NRC, Dir: Anthony Mann, With: James 

Stewart, Shelley Winters, Dan Duryea, Stephen 

McNally. 

Stewart wins one of the legendary rifles in a 
shooting contest and then uses it to track down 
the man who killed his father. Conflict is 
externalised into the physical form of a rifle 
passed from hand to hand producing a highly 
compressed narrative of basic situations and 
characters. The unifying factor is the barely 
suppressed intensity of Stewart's drive for 
revenge. Nothing much terribly outstanding 
here but you can't expect all that much from 
a western can you? 

3.20 IRON HORSE (1924), USA, 119 mins, 
NRC. Silent, Tinted. Dir: John Ford, With 
George O'Brien, Madge Bellamy. 

The classic Western epic of the silent period 
celebrating the building of the transcontinental 
railway. A fictitious story of vengeance and 
romance provides a central dramatic focus 
but it is the railroad which provides elements 
such as the use of knockabout humour are also 
in evidence. 


And it costs only $22 to join for the year if 
you are a full-time student, a person trying to 
survive on the dole, or a pensioner. And only 
$34 if you are employed. 

, 


it s definitely the best entertainment 
money in Australia. 


And if you decide to wait until second sem- 
ester to join then the cost is $16 or $22 for a 
semester membership. 


out some people don't think so and they sneak 
into films using their friends' tickets. For the 
past two years the Film Group has made a J 

abla'tn l USand d ° Uar ,OSS and h « only been j 
able to keep gomg because of an accumulated ,! 

d A VS - " member*,.^ 


You can join the film group by paying your 
fees at the door before any film screening. 

See you there. • 
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In ecstasy of pain 

In the warm limits glow 

In wanton abandon she spreads. 

On the street below 

The dull drumming traffic 

Reaches a crescendo and fades 


A bus screeches to stop 
Expels a late passenger 


Voyeuristic eyes turn aside 
The traffic sounds have'stopped 



On far away ice 

The seal pup raises its head no more 


A tree holds its dark filigree 
Up to the black sky. 


And winter crisps the veins. 


Tanya Brass 
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THE SHADOW ON THE ROCK 
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Sydney 
on a wet day 
Watch the shoppers 
sprint curb to curb 
High heels flutter 
race precarious 
gutter to gutter 
Dont let a drop of rain 
stain fashion's passion 
See legs run 
designer jeans scream 
All this peculiar effort 
just to stay 
clean 
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II 


Sydney drunk 

in the gutter 

no shirt 

all day it rains 

cold sweat, cold skin 

clammy wetness 

heavy lifeless 

human 

wet sticky 

beer stench 

dry hands pull away 

anothers sweat 

cbldshivers 
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A word, a phrase, is all that is needed 

To brand this creature of the unknown. 

For to look further 

Than the external mask 

Is to draw deeper 

Into the soul of the rose; 

To touch the core beyond the petals. 


For it would take time. 

To understand — to penetrate 
And savour the sweet fragrance. 
View the fullness of this creature. 


Yet who is willing to experience. 

To give but one moment in eternity — 

The moment that would reveal; 

The' self, the values, the dreams and longing 
And thus formulate an opinion of wealth? 


Like the rock that is passed. 

And they say 'that is a rock'. 

The shadow over the cool rock 
Remains. 

For who is to bleed and expose 
The veins of life within the rock; 
Reflecting the pure sun!1 


I am the rock. 

People pass by. 

For it takes time to experience 
The wealth in the beauty. 

I am alone, cold in the shadow. 
Bloodless. 


Michaela Jira 



20 MAY 1985 
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AN INTERNATIONAL ISSUE FOR WORKERS 


The following is the provi- 
sional statement of principles adopted by 
the H orkers Solidarity A Itiance at its found : 
ing conference in New York City in 
November, 1984. ' Those with com- 

• ments or ideas on these issues, as well as 
3 comments on the statement in general 

* (whether favorable or critical ') are urged to 
J communicate them to the WSA National 
« Secretary so they may be considered in fu- 
« lure discussions. The address of the Na- 
2 tional Secretary is: Workers Solidarity 

Alliance New York Group, 339 Lafayette 
St. Room 202, New York, NY 10012. 


• Exploitation 

Under the existing social system — 
capitalism — we can only live by selling our 
time, our talents and energies, to employers 
for a wage. When people must work, not 
simply to do things for each other, but to 
build up the power and wealth of a few, this 
is exploitation. This system of wage-labor 
gives to the bosses the power to make the 
decisions about what will be produced, how 
it is produced and, thus, how we spend our 
lime. This hierarchy or pyramid of power 
divides society into "classes" with a basic 
and irreconcilable conflict of interests. The 
struggle between workers and bosses will go 
on as long as society is thus divided. 

What the individual bosses do is shaped 
by how the system as a whole operates. 
Though each company makes its own deci- 
sions, these decisions are determined by 
what will make a profit in the marketplace. 
They will pollute the environment, speed up 
work, lay people off or ignore unhealthy 
conditions if these things will help them 
make more profit. 

People in this society are encouraged to 
define “freedom" in terms of buying 
things. Yet, a healthy environment and gen- 
uine control over our lives are not to be 
found in the marketplace. 

The capitalist market, which subor- 
dinates human life to money-making, is a 
global system. The bosses’ control of pro- 
duction, communication and finance has 
become increasingly integrated across na- 
tional boundaries. Since the bosses’ system 
is international, effective workers’ struggle 
must become international as well, based on 
direct solidarity and coordination of strug- 
gles across national frontiers. 

• The role of the State 

We believe that the capitalist system and 
the modern state play an increasingly nega- 
tive role in the organization of production, 
distribution and social life in general. They 
are clearly unable to deal with the deepening 
economic and political crises that they 
themselves have created. Since governments 
and capitalism have always rested upon 
domination and exploitation, both are in- 
herently oppressive and cannot be re- 
formed, won over, or used in a progressive 
way in the modern-day struggle for human 
emancipation. 

Although the government and individual 
companies do not always see eye-to-eye, the 
basic function of the State — the courts and 
prisons, police and army, regulatory agen- 
cies and other State institutions — is to de- 
fend the collective interests of the employing 
class. It is useless to try to change the system 
by electing representatives to government 
office. Nor do we advocate the seizure of 
State power. A state is a top-down institu- 
tion that puts power into the hands of a few. 
All efforts to construct a "workers’ stale" 
have only led to one form of oppression be- 
ing substituted for another. 

Russia, Cuba, China and the other coun- 
tries that have a top-down system based on 
the fusion of economic and political power 
in me Slate, are not societies run by the 
workers, nor are they a step in the direction 
of human emancipation. The conflicts be- 
tween these countries and the capitalist na- 
tions are not merely ideological but are dan- 
gerous skirmishes over territory and profits 
S Since states exist to defend the power and 
wealth of the bosses, wars are struggles be- 
tween the bosses in different lands. Organ 
izcd slaughter under state auspices will con- 
tinue to happen as long as society is based on 
exploitation, hierarchy and competition. 


• Workers' mle In 
social change 

Since oppression and exploitation take a 
variety of forms in this society, so must the 
struggle for social liberation be multi- 
faceted. Movements expressing the will of 
various communities, women, sexual mi- 
norities, young people, national and cul- 
tural groups, the aged, the disabled, and 
those who have specialized knowledge help- 
ful to social progress must be seen as having 
equal footing and input into decisions af- 
fecting the welfare of the people. We are op- 
posed to all forms of discrimination and op- 
pression that bar people from fully partici- 
pating in society and realizing their total po- 
tential as free individuals. 

Educational work carried out by working 
class organizations on a multi-cultural and 
multi-racial basis is basic to any movement 
for working class self-emancipation. The 
best aspects of working class culture must be 
preserved while new forms of interaction 
and discussion in workplaces and commun- 
ities are developed . Movements in this direc- 
tion serve as an organizine force as well as a 
model of what a new society can be, since 
they challenge established social divisions, 
the oppressive aspects of modern culture, 
and the false assumption that the worker 
lives one life on the job and quite another at 
home. 

In pursuing social change, we put our 
main emphasis on the role of people as 
workers, not because we think that all of the 
ways that people are oppressed in this soci- 
ety stem directly from the boss/worker hier- 
archy, but because no sector of society can 
emancipate itself unless the power of capital 
is overthrown. All workers, wage-earners 
and unemployed alike, have a common 
stake in the struggle against the employing 
class. 

Workers have a collective self-interest in 
the creation of a society based on freedom 
and equality since we can only have power if 
we manage society together, through mass 
direct democracy. The potential power of 
worker solidarity for overthrowing the 
bosses and creating a new society based on 
collective workers’ control of the economy 
has been demonstrated in numerous general 
strikes and revolutions in this century. 

• Direct action 

The way to fight for social change is 
through direct action. Action is direct when 
it is people fighting for their own aspira- 
tions, not relying on politicians or trade 
union leaders to fight for them. For direct 
rank-and-file control over struggles against 
the powers-that-be, movements have to be 
based on the direct participation of the peo- 
ple in the struggle. Direct action must be col- 
lective because only solidarity provides the 
power to transform society. 

Forms of direct action that we favor in- 
clude “sit-down" strikes, where people 
maintain control over the place of work; 
“squatting," where people jointly occupy 
unused buildings for their own use; "hot 
cargo," where workers refuse to handle 
products in order to support the struggles of 
others; “social strikes," where workers con- 
tinue to provide their labor for the benefit of 
other working people in the community but 
deny the revenue or control of their labor to 
the bosses; and community-wide or nation- 
wide general strikes, which demonstrate the 
power that the workforce has when it is 
united. 

On the other hand, a strategy that relies 
on indirect action, such as electing represen- 
tatives to government office, encourages a 
division between leaders and led, between 
those who make decisions and those who 
follow them. Electoral politics also leads to 
statist solutions because it tends to define 
the issues in terms of what State policies a set 
of leaders will implement. Because a 
political party is a vehicle for putting a lead- 
ership into State power, a political party 
cannot serve as a vehicle for people intent on 
creating a non-authoritarian society. 

We particularly reject the so-called "van- 
guard” party as a model because it can only 
serve as the embryo of a bureaucratic state 
machine, as we see in the “communist" 

countries, suen parties exist at the expense 
of independent working class movements 
and they have, once in power, developed 
managerial elites every bi^as fascinated with 


the arms race and the profit motive as their 
capitalist counterparts. 

• Unionism 

As the labor movement has failed over the 
years to mount a fundamental challenge to 
the power of the bosses, the unions became 
increasingly top-down in structure and inte- 
grated into the system. The officials who 
run these organizations work to contain 
workers’ struggles within the framework of 
their long-standing relationship with the 
employers and politicians. 

Since the problem does not stem from 
“misguided" leadership, we do not seek to 
change the labor movement through a strat- 
egy of electing a different union leadership. 
As the existing unions' are not suited to over- 
throw boss rule, a workers movement that 
can transform society will be built indepen- 
dently of the existing union hierarhies. _ 

The system’s economic crisis, and the re- 
sentment of workers against the bosses and 
against the union hierarchy as well, will en- 
gender struggles in the coming years, strug- 
gles that could lead to the development of a 
self-managed workers movement. We can- 
not hope to play a role in these struggles, to 
put forth our ideas and our program, if we 
remain aloof and abstain from them simply 
because they take place within the context of 
the existing trade unions. So long as 
workers’ struggles are organized through 
the existing unions, we participate in those 
unions and their struggles. 

As workers move towards more militant 
action and more widespread solidarity, the 
creation of organization on a new basis be- 
comes a more realistic possibility, as work- 
ers move to take over more direct control of 
their own struggles. Independent rank-and- 
file organization, which exists to some ex- 
tent today, is a forerunner of the movement 
that can change society. 

Self-managed workers’ organizations, 
such as workplace assemblies, rank-and-file 
coordinating councils, and unions free of 
top-down control, are the kind of organiza- 
tion that can be the vehicle for self- 
emancipation. Such organizations tend to 
have a more transitory existence during a 
period when fundamental social change is 
not on the immediate agenda. On the other 
hand, the development of self-managed 
organization of workers in solidarity with 
each other on a mass scale would mean a 
■ revolutionary crisis for the bosses’ system. 

For the development of a workers' move- 
ment that is “self-managed" by the rank- 
and-file, we advocate direct democracy, 
with basic decisions made in assemblies, not 
imposed by leaders. People who are elected 
to coordinate struggles or negotiate with the 
bosses or the government should not be paid 
officials and they should be subject to im- 
mediate recall and mandatory rotation from 
office after a short term. 

To encourage the development of a work- 
ers’ movement based on direct action, soli- 
darity and direct democracy, we favor the 
formation of action committees in work- 
places as well as networks of anti-authori- 
tarian workers in industries or companies. 

• Workers' self-defense 

We have no interest in echoing the 
hypocrisy of the employing class when they 
denounce the "terrorism" of small armed 
groups or guerrilla armies. From Poland to 
El Salvaoor, the State's "forces of order" 
are the main instrument for striking terror 
into t he hearts of the people. Yet, we do not 
agree with a strategy for social change based 
on armed' actions by political minorities. 
Such a strategy substitutes the armed force 
of a political “vanguard" for working class 
solidarity and invites entrapment by pro- 
vocateurs. 

The bosses will not give up their power 
and wealth voluntarily. A period when the 
working class is beginning to pose a funda- 
mental challenge to boss rule is likely to see 
violent clashes. Although we would want 
violence to be minimized, we recognize the 
use of armed force as legitimate in defend- 
ing the movement for social change. 

Since the workers’ movement to re-or- 
ganize society on the basis of self-manage- 
ment cannot succeed without the break-up 
of the State and its armed machine, it is im- 
port ant to spread class-consciousness within 
the ranks of the armed forces and to link 
their concerns with those of workers in 
civilian life. 


But the defense of tfie revolution must be 
the responsibility of a workers militia, or- 
ganized and controlled by the workers’ mass 
organizations, not an army or guerrilla 
force controlled by a minority, such as a 
political party. If working people are to 
. have control over industry and society, they 
must also have direct, democratic contro 
over the defense of their revolution. 

• Towards a 
self-managed society 

Workers in every nation repeatedly pose 
their own desires and demands in opposi- 
tion to the programs of private capital, cor- 
porate and State bureaucrats and political 
party hacks. Workers create, sometimes 
with great clarity of vision, movements and 
new forms of organization which pose de- 
mands that no State can fulfill, inherent in 
which is a desire for freedom and a vision of 
what a new society could be. 

We favor the development of a workers 
movement based on direct democracy, not 
just because it will be more effective in the 
present-day fight against the employing 
class, but also because it foreshadows — 
and lays the basis for — a society of freedom 
and equality, without authoritarianism or 
exploitation. 

Self-emancipation means that the work- 
ing class, through its own united action, 
must. seize and manage the entire system of 
production, communication and distribu- 
tion. Tenants must take over the manage- 
ment of the buildings where they live. 
Dangerous technology must be re-designed 
or dismantled. The time that people must 
spend in work can be greatly reduced by 
eliminating the unnecessary work created by 
the the current system, and sharing the 
necessary work of society among all th«<e 
who can contribute. 

The most basic organ of decision-making 
in a self-managed society should be the face- 
to-face democracy of assemblies of people 
in workplaces and neighborhoods. But self- 
management cannot be isolated in small, 
local units, The economy as a whole must be 
managed by the entire working class. 

To do this, it is necessary to create some 
means for bringing together workers from 
the different industries and localities in 
order to decide what to produce, what sort 
of technological development to have, and 
how to organize the defense of the revolu- 
tion. This can be organized through confer- 
ences of delegates, elected by the rank-and- 
file and subject to immediate recall and ro- 
tation from office. The delegates would pre- 
sent. discuss and act on the ideas and goals 
developed and approved by the local worker 
assemblies. This would provide the people 
with a means of establishing priorities for 
production that are not determined by bu- 
reaucratic decree or the capitalist market 
but by collective, democratic decision- 
making. 

We do not want to fight a revolution only . 
to find that we have placed in power a bu- 
reaucratic elite that pursues its own in- 
terests. Any administration elected to carry 
out the will of the workers should be subject 
to mandatory rotation from office after a 
brief term, immediate recall, and no special 
pay or privileges in comparison with the 
average worker. They should operate under 
specific mandates from the various demo- 
cratic decision-making bodies in society, 
and not attempt to imriose Dolirv on behalf . 
of the people. 

The interdependence of production on a 
global scale means that a workers revolution 
must be an international movement. A 
movement for social change will still be sub- 
ject to the dictates of the world capitalist 
market and the power of the bosses' military 
forces insofar as it is not a movement to 
change the world-wide organization of 
society. 

Economic reorganization on the basis of 
self-management can be realized on an in- 
ternational scale through the same kind of 
decision-making bodies as would exist on a 
regional or national basis. The alternative to 
a world of warring nation-states is a world 
human community of self-managed regions 
united on the basis of common interests and 
mutual respect. 


Reprinted from Rebel Worker 
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WW CARPA SUPPORTED TALK ☆☆☆☆ 


CARPA SUPPORTED TALK IN 
ASSOCIATION WITH THE 
PHILIPPINES ACTION SUPPORT 
GROUP 


Speaker: 

Topic: 


Venue: 


NICK HARRIS (from the 
ACT branch of the BLF) 

The Trade Union Struggle in 
the Philippines 
— an eyewitness account 
the BLF Building, Griffith 
Shops. 


An outline of the major points discussed 
by Nick who very recently came back 
from the Philippines after looking at 
worker and union conditions in that 
country, as part of an international 
delegation of union representatives: 

* An overview of the strong union 
movement in the Philippines today, 
especially related to the KMU or 
Kilusang Mayo Uno (union) organ- 
isation who are only tolerated by 


the government due to its wide- 
spread support. 

BLF activism since the Vietnam 


Nick's account of the shocking 
conditions in seven Manila fact- 
ories and three in Mindanao he 
visited, stories of fairly tame 
minimal pay catastrophes (comm- 
only at about $4 per day) - to 
murder by the company director 
of the Philippines Plastic company 
of one of his employees picketing. 
This murder has not yet been 
brought before any court as the 
authorities say nothing can happen 
until the accusing parties have 
acceptable legal representation for 
such a charge, and of course, such 
counsel costs a fortune for the aver- 
age Philippino worker especially if 
on strike. 


Genesis nair works 

The closest salon to campus 

creative hair designs for her & him *Jgpf 

8:30am to 5:30pm Mon-Fri & Late Night Thors. 

ALSO SATURDAY MORNINGS 

WE OFFER STUDENT DISCOUNTS 




/rrV49 1276 V'' ' *$£2 

•: . „ ' : : 

Baksony Level , Canberra Arcade Canberra House M 
Canberra City 


DOLLKS 

take away food 



CIVIC^WODENtVBELCONNEN 

8 PM - 2 AM 
WEEKDAYS 

9 PM - 4:30 AM 
WEEKENDS 

BELCONNEN 
OPEN WED. - SAT. 


* Some Australian companies gain a 
mention for their involvement in 
maltreatment of Philippino 
workers. For all those who wear 
those wonderful shoes made by 
Grosby, at that company's factory 
in the Philippines orchestrated 'hit 
list' threats against union reps by 
the management allegedly are com- 
mon. The party of unionists Nick 
was with were not allowed a tour 
of that factory after the boss 
phoned head office in Australia. 
Obviously, fear of a news leak 
about the appalling conditions and 
exploitation of these Grosby work- 
ers is very great. 

* Portland Cement also crack a men- 
tion as well as other Australian 
companies gaining great economic 
advantage in the Philippines at 
the expense of workers there. 

* The three basic dangers for the fut- 
ure envisaged by many involved in 


AWARDS FOR STUDY IN 
NEW ZEALAND 

Scholarships for Australians to do post- 

• graduate courses or undertake research in New 

■ Zealand from March 1986 are being offered by 

■ the New Zealand Government under the 
J Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship 

• Plan (CSFP). 

J The Plan, administered in Australia by 
! the Department of Education, provides op- 
J portunlties for scholars to study in other 

• Commonwealth countries. 

• The scholarships are intended for people' 

J of high intellectual promise who may be ex- 
j pected to contribute significantly to life in 

■ Australia on their return from study in New 
) Zealand. 

; Applicants must be Australian citizens, grad- 

• uates of a university or college of advanced 
i education or have equivalent qualifications, 

J and be aged not more than 35. 

Applicants for Ph.D study should have a 

■ minimum standard of upper second class hon- 
\ ours or equivalent and applicants for other 
J courses should have a minimum standard of a 

■ bachelor's degree at least at credit/honours 

■ level or they should expect to achieve these 
J results in coming examinations. 

Benefits of the award include return travel 

• to New Zealand: approved tuition, laboratory 
S and examination fees; maintenance, book, 

J marriage and child allowances; medical and 

■ hospital expenses; assistance with internal 
! travel and field expenses. 

Awards for a two-year postgraduate course 

■ will be made to cover two academic years and 

■ the intervening summer. Awards may also be 

• made for programs with a shorter period of 

■ study. Awards for Ph.D study will be made for 

• two years with provision for an extension of 
{ up to one year. 

Candidates who have completed a degree 

■ with or who have attended an Australian 
! university should apply through that univer- 
5 sity. They can obtain information statements 

■ and application forms from the registrar's 
! office of their university, who whill also be able 
l to inform them of the University's closing 
j date for application. 

Only candidates who have never attended 
i an Australian university should apply to the 
J Department of Education by 4 June 1985. 

• Information and application forms for these 

• applicants can be obtained from: 

J Mr Dick Grierson, Secretary, 

CSFP Australian Nominations Committee 
Dept of Education, PO Box 626, 

! Woden. ACT 2606. 

! Tel.: (062) 897083, 

1 Travelling overseas 
or around Australia ? 

No? 

Well, either way the ISIC (International 
Student Identity Card) is worth having. 

It lists over 2000 outlets around 
Australia that accept the ISIC for a 
student discount. One is near you. 

Get your card to get your, discount. 

See yourstudent union oranSTA office 
for more details. 

The ISIC is only available to full-time 
students, at o cost of $5 & requires o 
passport sized photograph. 
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the people's struggle are — 

i) with the fall of Marcos and a 

ii) subsequent military coup — 
leading to just another puppet of 
the US taking over; or 

iii) direct US intervention — 
which could be even worse, HOW- 
EVER, only in the sense of 
slowing down the inevitable success 
of the people's movement. Already 
the New People's Army is active 
in 63/64 out of the 70 national 
provences. 

The talk was followed by various inter- 
esting questions on: 

* the pay of the military 

* ACTU support for the people's 
movement there 

* men's involvement in the factory 
worker's movement 

* awareness in other oppressed 
countries of the current 
situation in the Philippines 

* the view held by the Philippino 
workers on Australian aid to 
their country. 
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FOR SALE ***** 

MANUAL TYPEWRITER. Sears 
Achiever 650. Excellent condition.$100 
ono. Contact Tom on 959068. 

WANTED ***** 

WANTED: Copy of Butt Introduction 
to Land Law. See Rozalyn in Woroni 
Office or phone 491336. 

PERSONAL ***** 

WANT TO LEARN Russian or German? 
(Beginners). Mati Ur Rahman F104 Toad 
Hall. 


LOST 


***** 


BELOVED BLACK & WHITE CHECKED 
SCARF, left in Refectory Thursday 25 
April. Koala brand. Please call Debbie 
814484 (h) or at uni 49 3854. 

HELP! Back in the beginning of term 
a silver-coloured bracelet/armband in 
the shape of a bird was lost — somewhere 
near the Haydon-Allen Building. Al- 
though not precious it is very sentimental. 
If you have seen it or see it on someone's 
wrist, ring Sarah on 462740(w), 511225 
(h). Reward offered. 




DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU 
WANT TO BUY OR SELL? ARE YOU 
LOOKING FOR ACCOMMODATION? 
DO YOU HAVE TUTORING OR 
TYPING SERVICES TO OFFER OTHER 
STUDENTS? 

WHY NOT PUT A CLASSIFIED AD IN 
WORONI ? CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 
FREE TO A.N.U. STUDENTS. JUST 
DROP THEM INTO US IN THE 
STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION OFFICE 
(YOU CAN USE THE INTERNAL 
MAIL SERVICE) BEFORE THE NEXT 
DEADLINE. 

WORONI IS YOUR NEWSPAPER, WHY 
NOT USE IT? 
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i questions 
Reverse. 


c Do I get, paid in the 
A rmy. R&er'se? * ’ 


All play and no payees Jack,* 
dull bov. Any suck WBtfiMBBMI 
Array Rev*^te«l*SK:»‘d^ 
mmimum^vwhde- the, p average 

taxpayers:^av^fto^ supppi^yp^ 
bludgers”. Who could possibly rank 
education alongside combat skills? 
That’s where our priorites lie! 


age 

intelligence 

^height 

:3T^C e 

dental, menta 

UMlate. Jl§ 

>u can pasSMl 


What can I learn in the 
aT Army Reverse?" 


Answer. 


IVolunteers are required to spe: 
Imihimum of 26 days each ye 


rpses, you learn how to produce 
_>re corpses, especially foreign 
es, and any that do not appear to 
long to the Reverse. 

And one -last thing — be careful 
>t to get shot by your mates. No- 
te in the Reverse wants to be 
versed by a Reversist! 


Name.... 

Address 


Wmk 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page15277678 

















